


To the Reader

● A special chapter is devoted to the collapse of the theory of evolution be-
cause this theory constitutes the basis of all anti-spiritual philosophies. Since
Darwinism rejects the fact of creation—and therefore, the existence of
Allah—over the last 140 years it has caused many people to abandon their
faith or fall into doubt. It is therefore an imperative service, a very important
duty to show everyone that this theory is a deception. Since some readers
may have the chance to read only one of our books, we think it appropriate
to devote a chapter to summarize this subject. 

● All the author's books explain faith-related issues in the light of Qur'anic
verses, and invite readers to learn Allah's words and to live by them. All the
subjects concerning Allah's verses are explained so as to leave no doubt or
room for questions in the reader's mind. The books' sincere, plain, and flu-
ent style ensure that everyone of every age and from every social group can
easily understand them. Thanks to their effective, lucid narrative, they can
be read at one sitting. Even those who vigorously reject spirituality are
influenced by the facts these books document and cannot refute the truth-
fulness of their contents. 

● This and all the other books by the author can be read individually, or
discussed in a group. Readers eager to profit from the books will find dis-
cussion very useful, letting them relate their reflections and experiences to
one another. 

● In addition, it will be a great service to Islam to contribute to the publica-
tion and reading of these books, written solely for the pleasure of Allah. The
author's books are all extremely convincing. For this reason, to communi-
cate true religion to others, one of the most effective methods is encourag-
ing them to read these books.

● We hope the reader will look through the reviews of his other books at the
back of this book. This rich source material on faith-related issues is very
useful, and a pleasure to read. 

● In these books, unlike some other books, you will not find the author's
personal views, explanations based on dubious sources, styles that are
unobservant of the respect and reverence due to sacred subjects, nor hope-
less, pessimistic arguments that create doubts in the mind and deviations in
the heart.
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Now writing under the pen-name of HARUN YAHYA, he was born in Ankara in 1956. Having
completed his primary and secondary education in Ankara, he studied arts at Istanbul's Mimar Sinan
University and philosophy at Istanbul University. Since the 1980s, he has published many books on
political, scientific, and faith-related issues. Harun Yahya is well-known as the author of important
works disclosing the imposture of evolutionists, their invalid claims, and the dark liaisons between
Darwinism and such bloody ideologies as fascism and communism. 

His pen-name is a composite of the names Harun (Aaron) and Yahya (John), in memory of the two
esteemed Prophets who fought against their people's lack of faith. The Prophet's seal on the his books'
covers is symbolic and is linked to the their contents. It represents the Qur'an (the final scripture) and
the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), last of the prophets. Under the guidance of the Qur'an
and the Sunnah (teachings of the Prophet), the author makes it his purpose to disprove each funda-
mental tenet of godless ideologies and to have the "last word," so as to completely silence the objec-
tions raised against religion. He uses the seal of the final Prophet, who attained ultimate wisdom and
moral perfection, as a sign of his intention to offer the last word. 

All of Harun Yahya's works share one single goal: to convey the Qur'an's message, encourage read-
ers to consider basic faith-related issues such as Allah's Existence and Unity and the hereafter; and to
expose godless systems' feeble foundations and perverted ideologies. 

Harun Yahya enjoys a wide readership in many countries, from India to America, England to Indo-
nesia, Poland to Bosnia, and Spain to Brazil. Some of his books are available in English, French, Ger-
man, Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, Urdu, Arabic, Albanian, Russian, Serbo-Croat (Bosnian), Polish,
Malay, Uygur Turkish, and Indonesian. 

Greatly appreciated all around the world, these works have been instrumental in many people
recovering faith in Allah and gaining deeper insights into their faith. His books' wisdom and sincerity,
together with a distinct style that's easy to understand, directly affect anyone who reads them. Those
who seriously consider these books, can no longer advocate atheism or any other perverted ideology
or materialistic philosophy, since these books are characterized by rapid effectiveness, definite results,
and irrefutability. Even if they continue to do so, it will be only a sentimental insistence, since these
books refute such ideologies from their very foundations. All contemporary movements of denial are
now ideologically defeated, thanks to the books written by Harun Yahya. 

This is no doubt a result of the Qur'an's wisdom and lucidity. The author modestly intends to serve
as a means in humanity's search for Allah's right path. No material gain is sought in the publication of
these works.

Those who encourage others to read these books, to open their minds and hearts and guide them to
become more devoted servants of Allah, render an invaluable service. 

Meanwhile, it would only be a waste of time and energy to propagate other books that create con-
fusion in people's minds, lead them into ideological chaos, and that clearly have no strong and precise
effects in removing the doubts in people's hearts, as also verified from previous experience. It is impos-
sible for books devised to emphasize the author's literary power rather than the noble goal of saving
people from loss of faith, to have such a great effect. Those who doubt this can readily see that the sole
aim of Harun Yahya's books is to overcome disbelief and to disseminate the Qur'an's moral values. The
success and impact of this service are manifested in the readers' conviction. 

One point should be kept in mind: The main reason for the continuing cruelty, conflict, and other
ordeals endured by the vast majority of people is the ideological prevalence of disbelief. This can be
ended only with the ideological defeat of disbelief and by conveying the wonders of creation and
Qur'anic morality so that people can live by it. Considering the state of the world today, leading into a
downward spiral of violence, corruption and conflict, clearly this service must be provided speedily
and effectively, or it may be too late. 
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In this effort, the books of Harun Yahya assume a leading role. By the will of Allah, these books
will be a means through which people in the twenty-first century will attain the peace, justice, and
happiness promised in the Qur'an.

The works of the author include The New Masonic Order, Judaism and Freemasonry, Global
Freemasonry, Knight Templars, Islam Denounces Terrorism, Terrorism: The Ritual of the Devil, The Disasters
Darwinism Brought to Humanity, Communism in Ambush, Fascism: The Bloody Ideology of Darwinism, The
'Secret Hand'in Bosnia, Behind the Scenes of The Holocaust, Behind the Scenes of Terrorism, Israel's Kurdish
Card, The Oppression Policy of Communist China and Eastern Turkestan,Palestine, Solution: The Values of the
Qur'an, The Winter of Islam and Its Expected Spring, Articles 1-2-3, A Weapon of Satan: Romanticism, Signs
from the Chapter of the Cave to the Last Times, Signs of the Last Day, The Last Times and The Beast of the
Earth, Truths 1-2, The Western World Turns to God, The Evolution Deceit, Precise Answers to Evolutionists,
The Blunders of Evolutionists, Confessions of Evolutionists, The Qur'an Denies Darwinism, Perished Nations,
For Men of Understanding, The Prophet Musa (as), The Prophet Yusuf (as), The Prophet Muhammad (saas),
The Prophet Sulayman (as), The Golden Age, Allah's Artistry in Colour, Glory is Everywhere, The Importance
of the Evidences of Creation, The Truth of the Life of This World, The Nightmare of Disbelief, Knowing the
Truth, Eternity Has Already Begun, Timelessness and the Reality of Fate, Matter: Another Name for Illusion,
The Little Man in the Tower, Islam and the Philosophy of Karma, The Dark Magic of Darwinism, The Religion
of Darwinism, The Collapse of the Theory of Evolution in 20 Questions, Allah is Known Through Reason, The
Qur'an Leads the Way to Science, The Real Origin of Life, Consciousness in the Cell, Technology Imitates
Nature, A String of Miracles, The Creation of the Universe, Miracles of the Qur'an, The Design in Nature, Self-
Sacrifice and Intelligent Behaviour Models in Animals, The End of Darwinism, Deep Thinking, Never Plead
Ignorance, The Green Miracle: Photosynthesis, The Miracle in the Cell, The Miracle in the Eye, The Miracle in
the Spider, The Miracle in the Gnat, The Miracle in the Ant, The Miracle of the Immune System, The Miracle
of Creation in Plants, The Miracle in the Atom, The Miracle in the Honeybee, The Miracle of Seed, The Miracle
of Hormone, The Miracle of the Termite, The Miracle of the Human Body, The Miracle of Man's Creation, The
Miracle of Protein, The Miracle of Smell and Taste, The Miracle of Microworld, The Secrets of DNA.

The author's childrens books are: Wonders of Allah's Creation, The World of Animals, The Glory in the
Heavens, Wonderful Creatures, Let's Learn Our Islam, The World of Our Little Friends: The Ants, Honeybees
That Build Perfect Combs, Skillful Dam Builders: Beavers.
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Values of the Qur'an, Quick Grasp of Faith 1-2-3, Ever Thought About the Truth?, Crude Understanding of
Disbelief, Devoted to Allah, Abandoning the Society of Ignorance, The Real Home of Believers: Paradise,
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TT
he Qur'an contains all the commands and information neces-
sary for the believer's life. It is Allah's book of revelation,
valid until the Day of Judgment. One of its greatest miracles

is it has retained its relevance to all people, regardless of when they
live, since Allah first revealed it as a guide to wisdom and the righteous
path.

Its narratives concerning past nations provide guidance to people in
so many ways. The lives of the Prophets, their calls to their nations, and
their actual practices are examples for the believers to follow.
Furthermore, the Qur'an contains signs for the future and some myster-
ies upon which the believers must reflect. Such is the case with Surat al-
Kahf, one of its suras.

Prophet Muhammad (saas) and many Muslim scholars have
pointed out Surat al-Kahf for this reason. The Qur'an's account of the
Companions of the Cave (Ashab al-Kahf) and Ar-Raqim, Prophet
Musa's (as) experiences with Khidhr (as) (the person of knowledge),
and the account of Dhu'l-Qarnayn (as) contain many secrets and ex-
pressions hinting at the End Times.

Many prophetic hadiths connect Surat al-Kahf with the End Times.
Some of them are as follows:

Related by an-Nawwas ibn Sam'an: He who among you will survive to
see him (the Dajjal) should recite over him the opening verses of Surah
al-Kahf. (Sahih Muslim) 
Related by Abu Umamah al-Bahili: Whoever enters his (the Dajjal's)
Hell, let him seek refuge with Allah and recite the opening verse of Surat
al-Kahf, and it will become cool and peaceful for him, as the fire became
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cool and peaceful for Abraham. (Ibn Kathir)
One reason why the Prophet (saas) recommended reading Surat al-

Kahf is that it contains very important signs pointing to the End Times.
Surat al-Kahf contains the signs required for the believers' defense and
fight against the Dajjal and the irreligious movements bringing so
much evil to humanity, which he wants to spread around the world, as
well as many lessons from which the Muslims can learn. Our Prophet's
(saas) recommendation to memorize and read this sura attentively is a
clear indication of this. As we will see throughout this book, the experi-
ences of Ashab al-Kahf in an unbelieving world, the lessons Prophet
Musa (as) learned from Khidhr (as), and Dhu'l-Qarnayn's (as) rule over
the world, established to disseminate Islam's values, are matters upon
which the believers need to reflect.

We will explain the reasons behind these events so that readers can
ponder and meditate upon Surat al-Kahf, which contains very impor-
tant signs for today, in order to gain insight into these secrets and to
abide by the Prophets' (saas) advice. Attentive readers will see that this
sura bears the signs of the End Times, a time near the Hour, during
which the practices of systems of unbelief and falsehood become wide-
spread and Allah sends forth the truth to destroy them.

By Allah's will, this time is very near, so much so that it has become
crucial for people to reflect upon this matter. Thus, Muslims must pon-
der Surat al-Kahf carefully, bear its verses in mind, and analyze each
verse in light of the Qur'an's other verses.

HARUN YAHYA

9



TT
he sura's first verse indicates the importance of being grateful
to Allah, Who gave humanity everything: a perfectly function-
ing body, an environment suitable for life on Earth, the order in

the universe, food, water, and much more. Allah's generosity is infinite,
for He gave us so much that we cannot list His blessings even in general
terms. We are reminded of this reality in the following verse:

If you tried to number Allah's blessings, you could never count
them. Allah is Ever-Forgiving, Most Merciful. (Surat an-Nahl, 18)
One of the believers' foremost characteristics is to be in a state of grate-

fulness for all that Allah has given them and to remember that His gifts
are a trial for humanity. As Surat an-Nisa' 147 states, Allah "is always re-
sponsive to gratitude." However, in spite of this, most people are un-
grateful for what they are given. Prophet Sulayman's (as) words are
reported in Surat an-Naml:

"This is part of my Lord's favor to test me, to see if I will give
thanks or show ingratitude. Whoever gives thanks only does so to
his own gain. Whoever is ungrateful, my Lord is Rich Beyond
Need, Generous." (Surat an-Naml, 40)

SIGNS OF THE END TIMES IN SURAT AL-KAHF
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In the End Times, people are totally removed from gratefulness.
Having forgotten that Allah gives all that they have, they are completely
absorbed in their worldly lives and consider all of their wealth and pos-
sessions to be the result of their own effort and mind. Such people have to
know that they are being ungrateful to Allah, because only He gives
everything. This reality is revealed in the following verses:

He has given you everything for which you have asked Him. If
you tried to number Allah's blessings, you could never count
them. Man is indeed wrongdoing, ungrateful. (Surah Ibrahim,
34)
Any blessing you have is from Allah. Then when harm touches
you, it is to Him that you cry for help. But when He removes the
harm from you, a group of you associate others with their Lord,
ungrateful for what We have given them. Enjoy yourselves. You
will soon know! (Surat an-Nahl, 53-55)
As these verses state, people do not realize that Allah gives them

everything and they deny this truth by associating others with Him.
Satan, who follows this strategy, seeks to push people away from thank-
fulness and toward ungratefulness for Allah's gifts so that they will begin
to deny this truth and then go astray. The Qur'an exposes Satan's wicked
strategy and real purpose, as follows:

[Satan said:] "Then I will come at them from in front of them and
behind them, from their right and from their left. You will not
find most of them thankful." He [Allah] said: "Get out of it, re-
viled and driven out. As for those who follow you, I will fill up
Hell with every one of you." (Surat al-A`raf, 17-18)
Naturally, there are consequences in this world for people's ungrate-

fulness. The fact of people's forgetfulness and ungratefulness is at the bot-
tom of all the poverty, destitution, decadence, deprivation, spiritual
decline and similar problems that we see all around us. While being grate-
ful opens up blessings, well-being, and peace, ungratefulness brings great
sorrow. Allah says:

And when your Lord announced: "If you are grateful, I will cer-

HARUN YAHYA
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tainly give you increase, but if you are ungrateful, My punish-
ment is severe." (Surah Ibrahim, 7)
As this verse reveals, people who do not thank Allah for what He gives

earn a severe punishment: sorrow in this world and in the Hereafter.
Past events can teach us many valuable lessons. In the twentieth cen-

tury, the world was ruled by anti-religious people, such as those who fol-
lowed communism and fascism, who distanced the people from true
religion's goodness by portraying denial as an attractive substitute. Their
followers denied Allah, and so forgot about thankfulness and encoun-
tered great tragedies over many long years. In return for their ungrateful-
ness, Allah withheld some of His gifts. The Qur'an reveals that the
"reward" for ungratefulness is the following:

Allah makes an example of a city that was safe and at peace, its
provision coming to it plentifully from every side. Then it
showed ingratitude for Allah's blessings, so He made it wear the
robes of hunger and fear for what it did. (Surat an-Nahl, 112)
The cause for the famine, poverty, fear, and suffering that we saw

during the twentieth century is the people's ungratefulness. The
Qur'an reveals that such people will be punished:

[By] that We repaid them, because they did not believe. And
[thus] do We repay except the ungrateful? (Surah Saba', 17)

HARUN YAHYA
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TT
his verse points out the Qur'an's importance and that it is the
true book. The Qur'an guides humanity, reminds people of
their eternal life, and shows them the righteous path. It is a

revelation and the only path that shows us how to win Allah's good
pleasure and mercy, and Paradise. It is the absolute measure for right
and wrong. As Surat al-Baqara 120 states, "Allah's guidance is the true
guidance." Our Lord reveals that the believers must hold on tightly to
the Qur'an's guidance, as follows:

So hold fast to what has been revealed to you. You are on a
straight path. It is certainly a reminder to you and to your peo-
ple, and you will be questioned. (Surat az-Zukhruf, 43-44)
Surat al-Kahf 2 indicates the importance of abiding by Allah's reve-

lation. All believers have the life-long responsibility of obeying His in-
junctions, orders, and recommendations, and no difficulty, pressure, or
hardship can cause them to be distracted or careless in this matter.
Regardless of the circumstances, they are meticulous, diligent, and de-
termined.

The verse also draws our attention to the obligation of warning oth-
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ers. Allah frequently reminds the faithful of this important obligation
and indicates the necessity of commanding the right and forbidding
the wrong. He instructs us to do this as an act of worship, and gives the
good news of salvation to those who do so:

Those who repent, those who worship, those who praise, those

who fast, those who bow, those who prostrate, those who com-

mand the right, those who forbid the wrong, those who pre-

serve the limits of Allah: give good news to the believers.

(Surat at-Tawba, 112)
As with everything else, the best examples of this are the Prophets.

The Messengers whom Allah willed to fulfill this honorable obligation
warned their people in a variety of ways, invited them to the true faith,
reminded them of Hell, and warned them about eternal suffering.
Allah reveals this reality, as follows:

HARUN YAHYA
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I have warned you of a Fire that rages, in which only the most

wretched will roast. (Surat al-Layl, 14-15)
Surat al-Kahf 2 also points out the importance of right action, de-

fined as good deeds done with a true heart in order to win Allah's good
pleasure, and grace, and Paradise. Another verse with the same mes-
sage is the following:

If anyone seeks glory, let him know that glory is Allah's alone.

To Him ascends good speech, and righteous work raises it. But

people who plot evil deeds will suffer a harsh punishment. The

plotting of such people is profitless. (Surah Fatir, 10)
In many other verses, our Lord points out the importance of doing

right actions and the rewards that He will give in return. Some of them
are given below, as follows: 

Give the good news to those who believe and do right actions,

that they will have Gardens with rivers flowing under them.

When they are given fruit there as provision, they will say:

"This is what we were given before." But they were only given

a simulation of it. They will have there spouses of perfect pu-

rity, and will remain there timelessly, forever. (Surat al-Baqara,

25)

Those who believe, those who are Jews, and the Christians and

Sabaeans, all who believe in Allah and the Last Day and act

rightly, will have their reward with their Lord. They will feel no

fear and will know no sorrow. (Surat al-Baqara, 62)

As for those who believe and do right actions and humble

themselves before their Lord, they are the Companions of the

Garden, remaining in it timelessly, forever. (Surah Hud, 23)
Surat al-Kahf 2 touches upon another important issue: giving the be-

lievers the good news of Paradise. Many verses order the Messengers
to do this, for the believers draw great comfort from being told that all
of their troubles, difficulties and shortcomings in this life are only tem-
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porary, and that Allah's help, grace, and mercy are always with them.
The nearness of the Hereafter's blessings increases the believers' moti-
vation, zeal, and effort. As one verse says:

We have made it easy on your tongue so that you can give good

news to those who guard against evil and warn stubbornly hos-

tile people by it. (Surah Maryam, 97)
All of the issues touched upon in Surat al-Kahf 2 are subjects upon

which Muslims living near to or in the End Times need to reflect care-
fully. As this verse indicates, holding fast to the Qur'an will protect peo-
ple from the evil flowing from evil and anti-religious ideologies, as well
as the trials and tribulations of the End Times. Conscientious Muslims
of the End Times must do right actions under the guidance of the
Qur'an, urge people to do right, give them the good news of the bless-
ings of Paradise, and warn them of the punishment of Hell and not to
make compromises with Allah's law.

HARUN YAHYA
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SS
ome people deny Allah's existence and the nearness of the
eternal life of Paradise or Hell. For them, death means enter-
ing nothingness, for there is no Day of Judgment. Others be-

lieve in Hell, but think that its suffering will last only a number of days.
According to this view, people will remain there for a short period of
time to pay for their sins, and then will leave it behind for the blessings
of Paradise. However, the Qur'an does not mention any such tempo-
rary punishment, and Allah reveals the following truth:

That is because they say: "The Fire will only touch us for a num-

ber of days." Their inventions have deluded them in their reli-

gion. (Surah Al ‘Imran, 24)
Surat al-Kahf 3 points out people's incorrect understanding of Hell

and reveals that it is an eternal resting place for those who persist in un-
belief. People who get so absorbed in their worldly lives that they for-
get about Allah's existence, who do not follow the righteous path of
Allah's Messenger (saas), and who do not obey the Qur'an will be in
Hell forever, unless Allah wills otherwise, for such is His justice. The
Qur'an also reveals that those who persist in unbelief will continue
their insolence in Hell:

SIGNS OF THE END TIMES IN SURAT AL-KAHF
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The evildoers will remain timelessly, forever, in the punish-

ment of Hell. It will not be eased for them. They will be

crushed there by despair. We have not wronged them; it was

they who were wrongdoers. They will call out [addressing the

keeper of Hell]: "Malik, let your Lord put an end to us!" He will

say: "You will stay the way you are." (Surat az-Zukhruf, 74-77)
As seen in the above verses, not even in Hell will the unbelievers

comprehend the fact that they are dependent on Allah; rather, they will
continue in their conceit by not turning to Him but, instead, calling out
to an angel to "let your Lord put an end to us." By doing so, they prove
that they are still transgressors. Allah reveals that the unbelievers who
ask: "Can we be sent back so that we can do something other than
what we did?" (Surat al-A`raf, 53) are liars:

If only you could see when they are standing before the Fire

and saying: "Oh! If only we could be sent back again, we would

not deny the Signs of our Lord, and we would be among the be-

lievers." No, it is simply that what they were concealing before

has been shown to them. If they were sent back, they would

merely return to what they were forbidden to do. Truly, they are

liars. (Surat al-An`am, 27-28)
Other verses state that people are given enough time on Earth, but

that they do not abandon their conceit:

Or lest he should say, when he sees the punishment: "If only I

could have another chance so that I could be a good-doer!" "No,

the fact is that My Signs came to you, but you denied them and

were arrogant and one of the unbelievers." (Surat az-Zumar, 58-

59)
From all of this, we understand that such people will not mend their

ways. Since Allah is most merciful with the believers, He does not let such
evil people enter Paradise and be with the believers. Paradise, with all
that it contains and its inhabitants, is a place of goodness, and nothing that
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Allah disapproves of can be found there. This is one of the consequences
of His mercy and justice to His devout servants.

The eternal blessings of Paradise are only for the believers. Allah
says:

Their recompense is forgiveness from their Lord, and Gardens

with rivers flowing under them, remaining in them timelessly,

forever. How excellent is the reward of those who act! (Surah Al

‘Imran, 136)

As for those who disobey Allah and His Messenger and over-

step His limits, We will admit them into a Fire, remaining in it

timelessly, forever. They will have a humiliating punishment.

(Surat an-Nisa', 14)

Do they not know that whoever opposes Allah and His

Messenger will have the Fire of Hell, remaining in it timelessly,

forever? That is the great disgrace. (Surat at-Tawba, 63)
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TT
hese two verses deal with the Christians' seriously mistaken
understanding of Allah. By devising the doctrine of the
Trinity, the Christians deviated from their true religion. The

following verses explain how they did this:

O People of the Book, do not go to excess in your religion. Say

nothing but the truth about Allah. The Messiah, `Isa son of

Maryam, was only the Messenger of Allah and His word,

which He cast into Maryam, and a Spirit from Him. So believe

in Allah and His Messengers. Do not say: "Three." It is better

that you stop. Allah is only One God. He is too Glorious to have

a son! Everything in the heavens and in Earth belongs to Him.

Allah suffices as a Guardian. (Surat an-Nisa', 171)

They say: "Allah has a son." Glory be to Him! He is the Rich

Beyond Need. Everything in the heavens and on Earth belongs

to Him. Have you authority to say this, or are you saying about

Allah that which you do not know? (Surah Yunus, 68)
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[[TThhee  QQuurr''aann  iiss]]  ttoo  wwaarrnn  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ssaayy::  

""AAllllaahh  hhaass  aa  ssoonn..""  TThheeyy  hhaavvee  nnoo

kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthhiiss ,,   nneeiitthheerr  tthheeyy  nnoorr  tthheeiirr

ffaatthheerrss ..   IItt  iiss  aa  mmoonnssttrroouuss  uutttteerraannccee  tthhaatt

hhaass  iissssuueedd  ffrroomm  tthheeiirr  mmoouutthhss..   

WWhhaatt  tthheeyy  ssaayy  iiss  nnootthhiinngg  bbuutt  aa  lliiee..   

((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   44--55))



That is `Isa son of Maryam, the word of truth about which they

are in doubt. It is not fitting for Allah to have a son. Glory be to

Him! When He decides on something, He just says to it, "Be!"

and it is. (Surah Maryam, 34-35)
There can be no doubt that this mentality is the faith of those who as-

sociate others with Allah. As the Qur'an reveals, Allah has no partners,
equals, or children. He is the sole Governor of all that exists, as well as
the Lord of the heavens and Earth. Those Muslims living in the End
Times are obliged to explain such mistaken beliefs to all who hold
them.
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TT
his verse deals with those who do not respond to the calls to
faith made by the Prophet (saas) and the believers. Devout
believers abide by Allah's order to command right and forbid

evil, invite people to believe in Allah, and inform them of the truth con-
tained in the Qur'an. However, most people turn away from the
Messengers' calls and persist in denial, as revealed by: "The Hour is
coming—there is no doubt about it. But most of mankind do not be-
lieve" (Surah Ghafir, 59).

The unbelievers respond to such calls in many ways. Some demand
miracles from the Messengers, as in: "We will not believe you until
you make a spring gush out from the earth for us" (Surat al-Isra', 90),
while others simply mock the believers. An an example of the latter is
given below:

When they are told: "Believe in the way that the people be-

lieve," they exclaim: "What! Are we to believe in the way that

fools believe?" No indeed! They are the fools, but they do not

know it. (Surat al-Baqara, 13)
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PPeerrhhaappss  yyoouu  [[MMuuhhaammmmaadd]]  mmaayy

ddeessttrrooyy  yyoouurrsseellff  wwiitthh  ggrriieeff ,,   cchhaass --

iinngg  aafftteerr  tthheemm,,  iiff  tthheeyy  ddoo  nnoott  

bbeelliieevvee  iinn  tthheessee  wwoorrddss..   

((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   66))



Every Prophet was greeted by his nation with similar mockery and
often was subjected to various forms of oppression. For instance, Prophet
Nuh (as) used all methods to call his people to faith, but they responded
negatively, as follows:

He said: "My Lord, I have called my people night and day, but

my calling has only made them more evasive. Indeed, every time

I called them to Your forgiveness, they put their fingers in their

ears, wrapped themselves up in their clothes, and were over-

weeningly arrogant. Then I called them openly. Then I ad-

dressed them publicly and privately." I said: "Ask forgiveness of

your Lord. Truly He is Endlessly Forgiving." (Surah Nuh, 5-10)
As we can understand from these verses, most people, regardless of

time or place, respond negatively to the calls to true religion. However, it
must not be forgotten that such reactions never demoralize the believers,
for they know that only Allah can bestow faith. No matter how well they
speak, how moving and wise their words are, the believers cannot put
faith into someone's heart unless Allah wills it. Other verses also reveal
this truth:

We sent a Messenger among every people saying: "Worship

Allah and keep clear of all false deities." Among them were some

whom Allah guided, but others received the misguidance they

deserved. Travel about the land and see the final fate of the un-

believers. However eager you are for them to be guided, Allah

will not guide those whom He misguides. They will have no

helpers. (Surat an-Nahl, 36-37)
As these verses reveal, no one can make anyone else believe.

Therefore, the believers are responsible only for calling to faith. After
they have fulfilled this obligation, they must leave it to Allah to give
faith. Trusting Allah, being patient, and inviting to His religion in the
most pleasant manner will have a great effect upon people's hearts. Allah
says:
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So remind them. You are only a reminder. You cannot compel

them [to believe]. But as for anyone who turns away and is an

unbeliever, Allah will punish him with the greatest punishment.

Certainly it is to Us that they will return. Then their reckoning is

Our concern. (Surat al-Ghashiya, 21-26)
Only Allah can bestow faith and make someone a believer. Many

other verses, some of which are listed below, state this fact:

If your Lord had willed, all people on Earth would have be-

lieved. Do you think that you can force people to be believers?

No one can believe except with Allah's permission. (Surah

Yunus, 99-100)

You cannot guide those whom you would like to guide, but

Allah guides those whom He wills to guide. He knows best

those who are guided. (Surat al-Qasas, 56)
Surah Yusuf also discusses this subject. Irrespective of how genuine

the call to faith is, people who have not been guided cannot believe. The
Muslims are responsibile for calling and advising, and after doing this
are to leave the person's status as a believer or an unbeliever to Allah. All
of their efforts in this respect will be recorded and rewarded by Allah's
will, while those who persist in their opposition to the truth will be pun-
ished. Allah reveals this truth in Surah Yusuf:

But most people, for all your eagerness, are not believers. You do

not ask them for any wage for it. It is only a reminder to all be-

ings. How many Signs there are in the heavens and Earth! Yet

they pass them by, turning away from them. Most of them do not

believe in Allah without associating others with Him. Do they

feel so secure that the all-enveloping punishment of Allah will

not come upon them, or that the Last Hour will not come upon

them all of a sudden, when they least expect it? Say: "This is my

way. I call to Allah with inner sight, I and all who follow me.

Glory be to Allah! I am not one of the idolaters!" (Surah Yusuf,

103-108)
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MM
ost people either do not know that their present life in
this world is a trial to determine their true value in
Allah's sight, or else they know this truth but choose

to ignore it. This is why they are so dedicated to the worldly life and do
not want to think about death and an eternal life in the Hereafter. But
Allah reveals that people are tried while on Earth: "We will test you
with a certain amount of fear and hunger, and loss of wealth and life
and fruits. But give good news to the steadfast" (Surat al-Baqara, 155).
He also reveals the purpose of life on Earth and death, as follows:

He Who created death and life to test which of you is best in ac-
tion. He is the Almighty, the Ever-Forgiving. (Surat al-Mulk, 2)
Just saying "I believe" is never enough to win Allah's good pleasure

and grace, and Paradise; people have to prove the soundness of their
faith and dedication to His revelation throughout their lives and in
every situation. One must always turn to Allah and adhere strictly to
His commands, whether in hardship, illness, suffering, and hunger or
in wealth, power, and influence, for:

Do people imagine that they will be left to say: "We believe,"
and will not be tested? We tested those before them, and Allah
will surely make evident those who are truthful and and He
will surely make evident the liars. (Surat al-`Ankabut, 2-3)
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WWee  mmaaddee  eevveerryytthhiinngg  oonn  EEaarrtthh  aann

aaddoorrnnmmeenntt  ffoorr  iitt  ssoo  tthhaatt  WWee  ccoouulldd

tteesstt  tthheemm  ttoo  sseeee  wwhhoossee  aaccttiioonnss  aarree  tthhee

bbeesstt ..   ((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   77))





But most people prefer the pleasures of this life over the life of the
Hereafter. To own the latest sports car, a luxurious villa, jewels, or de-
signer cloths are thought, mistakenly, to be the purpose of life. They
race to become richer, more beautiful, or more famous, and spend
their lives chasing these goals. However, nothing will benefit them un-
less they use it appropriately, as the following verses reveal:

To mankind, the love of worldly appetites is painted in glow-
ing colors: women and children, and heaped-up mounds of
gold and silver, and horses with fine markings, and livestock
and fertile farmland. All that is merely the enjoyment of the
life of this world. The best homecoming is in the presence of
Allah. Say: "Shall I tell you of something better than that?"
Those who do their duty will have Gardens with their Lord,
with rivers flowing under them, remaining in them timelessly,
forever, and purified wives, and Allah's good pleasure. Allah
sees His servants. (Surah Al `Imran, 14-15)
As these verses make clear, this life is temporary and its pleasures

are misleading. In the End Times, as it has always been throughout
history, all that exists (e.g., palaces, huge factories, bridges, gold and
jewelry, money piled up in the bank, stock shares, cars, speed boats,
and planes) is created to test people. While owning or not owning
such things has specific connotations in human societies, in the eyes of
Allah they mean nothing.

What really matters is one's faith in Allah, sincerity, and good char-
acter. Every person will die and realize that the eternal life of the
Hereafter is true. Therefore, it is very unwise to be misled by the pleas-
ures of this life. The believers, who realize this truth, exchange their
lives and property for the eternal life in the Hereafter and enjoy this
deal. Allah says to the believers:

Allah has bought from the believers their selves and their
wealth in return for Paradise. They fight in the Way of Allah,
and they kill and are killed. It is a promise binding upon Him
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in the Torah, the Gospel, and the Qur'an, and who is truer to his
contract than Allah? Rejoice, then, in the bargain you have made.
That is the great victory. (Surat at-Tawba, 111)
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AA
ll beauty and wealth are created to test humanity, as
mentioned earlier. In this verse, our Lord reminds us
that no matter how beautiful, grand, or valuable our

possessions, eventually all of them will become dust.
If Allah wills, He can unexpectedly remove those cherished things

that make people forget His existence, thereby leaving them destitute.
Allah is All-powerful; He gives wealth and poverty and, as the owner
of everything, gives it to whomsoever He wills. The Qur'an mentions
this in many verses, several of which are given below:

The Keys of the heavens and Earth belong to Him. He expands

the provision of anyone He wills or restricts it. He has knowl-

edge of all things. (Surat ash-Shura, 12)

Do they not see that Allah expands provision for whoever He

wills and also restricts it? There are certainly Signs in that for

people who believe. (Surah Rum, 37)

Allah expands the provision of any of His servants He wills

and restricts it. Allah has knowledge of all things. (Surat al-

Ankabut, 62)
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WWee  wwiillll  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  mmaakkee  eevveerryytthhiinngg

oonn  iitt  aa  bbaarrrreenn  wwaasstteellaanndd..  

((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   88))





TT
hese verses touch upon this group's extraordinary situation.
As the narrative unfolds, we see that their experiences are of
an unusual and metaphysical nature. Their entire life is full of

miraculous developments. Some of our Prophet's (as) hadiths make a
connection between them and the End Times. This indicates that people
living in the End Times may have supernatural experiences. 

The continuation of the verse might be suggesting that the youth of
the End Times will take on great responsibilities, for they will play an
important role in the ideological struggle against anti-religious philoso-
phies, presenting true religion, and ending oppression. Other verses
state the importance of youth in informing people about religion. For
example, in Surat al-Kahf, we are told of Musa's (as) "young servant,"
and another verse says that only some young people of Musa's (as) na-
tion believed in him:

No one believed in Musa except some children of his people,

out of fear that Pharaoh and the elders would persecute them…

(Surah Yunus, 83)
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DDoo  yyoouu  ccoonnssiiddeerr  tthhaatt  tthhee  CCoommppaanniioonnss  ooff

tthhee  CCaavvee  aanndd  aarr--RRaaqqiimm  wweerree  oonnee  ooff  tthhee

mmoosstt  rreemmaarrkkaabbllee  ooff  OOuurr  SSiiggnnss??  WWhheenn  tthhee

yyoouunngg  mmeenn  ttooookk  rreeffuuggee  iinn  tthhee  ccaavvee  aanndd

ssaaiidd::  ""OOuurr  LLoorrdd,,   ggiivvee  uuss  mmeerrccyy  ddiirreeccttllyy

ffrroomm  YYoouu  aanndd  ooppeenn  tthhee  wwaayy  ffoorr  uuss  ttoo  

rriigghhtt  gguuiiddaannccee  iinn  oouurr  ssiittuuaattiioonn..""  

((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   99--1100))



Surat al-Kahf 10 tells us that those young people sought refuge in
the cave from the existing oppressive system, which did not allow them
to express their views, tell the truth, and call to Allah's religion. Thus,
they distanced themselves from their people.

This verse might be signaling the creation of similar totalitarian
regimes in the End Times, for regimes founded upon communism, fas-
cism, or other ideologies seek to curb people's freedoms and oppress
those who want to lead a religious life. The Companions of the Cave
left their people and sought refuge because of similar oppression.
Muslims living in the End Times probably will have to remain out of
sight and hidden in order to escape the oppression of communist and
fascist systems. Those who do this successfully will distance them-
selves from society and will be seen only rarely. 

However, this should not be understood as an idle period, for they
took refuge there while asking for Allah's grace and help. They also
sought to improve and develop themselves. Muslims of the End Times
who live under oppressive regimes will conceal themselves and hope
for Allah to increase His grace upon them, and also to make their lives
and struggle against anti-religious movements easier.

The Companions of the Cave's prayer to Allah (verse 10) also draws
our attention to the fact that the believers must never forget that only
Allah wills something to happen. All people are forever needy, help-
less, and dependent upon Him, and cannot achieve anything through
their own intellect, effort, and power unless Allah wills it. How can
they see anything through to its conclusion when they cannot even lift
a hand, walk, or breathe, except by His will? Many verses remind peo-
ple that they must always depend upon Allah's help, support, and
grace due to their incapacity and the fact that only Allah can will some-
thing to happen. For example:

You did not kill them; it was Allah Who killed them. And you

did not throw, when you threw; it was Allah Who threw, so that

He might test the believers with this excellent trial from Him.
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Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing. (Surat al-Anfal, 17)
Allah creates and does all things; humanity, on the other hand, is

tested in the areas of sincerity and submission. The Companions of the
Cave, aware of this reality, immediately turned to Allah after finding
refuge and expressed their submission by praying to Him. Knowing
that Allah would increase their wisdom and make things easier for
them in every respect, the first thing that they did was to seek His help.
As this situation shows, what matters most is for people to be genuine
Muslims who pray to our Lord and ask Him for everything.
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ust as the Companions of the Cave sought refuge from the
oppression of the prevailing godless system, the believers in
the End Times will choose to conceal themselves, for their
own protection, from such oppressive systems as commu-

nism, fascism, and other enemies of religion and moral values. Their
existence will resemble that of the Companions of the Cave: they will
be oppressed, will not have freedom of thought, and will not be able to
speak their minds.

However, this period of concealment is not about worrying and suf-
fering. Quite the contrary; it is a waiting period in peace and content-
ment. The expression "We sealed their ears with sleep in the cave for a
number of years" suggests that the believers' time of concealment will
pass in inner peace, as if they were asleep. 

For the Muslims, this is a period of personal development, educa-
tion, acquiring knowledge, and growing stronger in faith. They will not
be affected by the violence, oppression, injustice, and cruelty unleashed
upon society by those who do not believe and are enemies of moral val-
ues. The believers will be away from all of this hardship, as if they were
in a cave, and, by Allah's grace, this situation will protect them.
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SSoo  WWee  sseeaalleedd  tthheeiirr  eeaarrss

wwiitthh  sslleeeepp  iinn  tthhee  ccaavvee  ffoorr  aa

nnuummbbeerr  ooff  yyeeaarrss..  

((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   1111))

JJ



These people are still living under the oppression of anti-religious
systems. This chaos and injustice is a sign of the End Times.

However, the Muslims know that, Allah willing, this difficult pe-
riod is about to end. This realization gives them great joy.





AA
s this verse indicates, the Companions of the Cave's con-
cealment lasted for a certain period, after which they
awoke at a time of Allah's willing and by His will. The

people of faith's concealment in the End Times will continue until the
destined time by Allah comes. Then, all secrecy will be abandoned, and
the believers will mix with the people freely and tell them the truth
about faith, Allah's existence, and the Qur'an's morality.

Only Allah knows how long this period will last, for as this verse in-
dicates, the number of years, days, and hours of this period is within
His knowledge. Surat al-Jinn reveals Allah's attribute of Al-Muhsi (The
Reckoner, The One Who knows the number of everything even though
infinite):

So that He may know that they have indeed transmitted the

Messages of their Lord. He encompasses what is in their hands,

and has counted the exact number of everything. (Surat al-Jinn,

28)
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TThheenn  WWee  wwookkee  tthheemm  uupp  aaggaaiinn,,   ssoo

tthhaatt  WWee  mmiigghhtt  sseeee  wwhhiicchh  ooff  tthhee  ttwwoo

ggrroouuppss  wwoouulldd  bbeetttteerr  ccaallccuullaattee  tthhee

aammoouunntt  ooff  ttiimmee  tthheeyy  hhaadd  ssppeenntt  tthheerree..

((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   1122))



TT
his verse underlines the importance of a strong faith and
guidance, because in Allah's presence the great job that one
has done might count for nothing if one did not comply

strictly with the Qur'an and follow the Prophet's (saas) path. One's fi-
nancial success, career, or fame here is of no help in the Hereafter, be-
cause what truly matters is faith and obedience to Allah, Who describes
His guided devotees in the following terms:

That is the Book, without any doubt. It contains guidance for

those who guard against evil: those who believe in the Unseen,

establish prayers , and spend from what We have provided for

them; those who believe in what has been sent down to you

and what was sent down before you, and are certain about the

Hereafter. They are the people guided by their Lord. They are

the ones who have success. (Surat al-Baqara, 2-5)
In another verse, our Lord gives the good tidings to His guided

devotees that they will not experience any fear or sorrow:

We said: "Go down from it, every one of you! Then when guid-
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WWee  wwiillll  rreellaattee  tthheeiirr  ssttoorryy  ttoo  yyoouu

wwiitthh  ttrruutthh..  TThheeyy  wweerree  yyoouunngg  mmeenn

wwhhoo  bbeelliieevveedd  iinn  tthheeiirr  LLoorrdd,,   aanndd  

WWee  iinnccrreeaasseedd  tthheemm  iinn  gguuiiddaannccee..  

((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   1133))



ance comes to you from Me, those who follow My guidance

will feel no fear and will know no sorrow." (Surat al-Baqara, 38)
These verses reveal that Allah eases the way of Muslims to success in

their actions. If they are experiencing hardship, Allah helps them out of
it. This truth is stated in the following verse: 

Allah is the Protector of those who believe. He brings them out

of the darkness into the light. But those who do not believe

have false deities as protectors. They take them from the light

into the darkness. Those are the Companions of the Fire, re-

maining in it timelessly, forever. (Surat al-Baqara, 257)
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TT
his verse states the importance of patience, determination,
and willpower for believers. Only people who trust in Allah
have these qualities. The expression "We put courage" indi-

cates that Allah decrees everything and gives the believers the strength
to meet all hardships and difficulties with determination and patience.

No one can exceed the destiny that Allah has written for him or her,
either in word or in deed. Therefore, those who are aware that only
Allah does everything within destiny and know that they have no
power to do anything will be naturally patient. Their knowledge that
Allah creates everything in the best and most beneficial way for His
steadfast servants gives them peace and comfort. Allah gives the news
of salvation and a great reward for His servants who adopt this fine
morality and are patient in the following verses:

What is with you runs out, but what is with Allah goes on for-

ever. Those who were steadfast will be recompensed according

to the best of what they did. Anyone who acts rightly, male or

female, being a believer, We will give them a good life and rec-

ompense them according to the best of what they did. (Surat an-

Nahl, 96-97)
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WWee  ppuutt  ccoouurraaggee  iinnttoo  tthheeiirr  hheeaarrttss  wwhheenn

tthheeyy  ssttoooodd  uupp  aanndd  ssaaiidd::  ""OOuurr  LLoorrdd  iiss

tthhee  LLoorrdd  ooff  tthhee  hheeaavveennss  aanndd  EEaarrtthh,,   aanndd

WWee  wwiillll  nnoott  ccaallll  oonn  aannyy  ddeeiittyy  aappaarrtt

ffrroomm  HHiimm..  WWee  wwoouulldd,,   iinn  tthhaatt  ccaassee,,

hhaavvee  uutttteerreedd  aann  aabboommiinnaattiioonn..""  

((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   1144))



Obey Allah and His Messenger, and do not quarrel among

yourselves lest you lose heart and your momentum disappear.

And be steadfast. Allah is with the steadfast. (Surat al-Anfal,

46)

… If there are twenty of you who are steadfast, they will over-

come two hundred; and if there are a hundred of you, they will

overcome a thousand of those who do not believe, because they

are people who do not understand. (Surat al-Anfal, 65)
Among the believers' attributes are determination and willpower,

along with faith and aware-
ness of, and trust in, Allah.
Those who believe in des-
tiny and trust Allah will not
lose heart or inspiration
when faced with hardship
and difficulty, because they
know that, ultimately, it is
Allah Who does every-
thing. Therefore, they wel-
come every opportunity as
a chance to earn a reward
and do good deeds with joy
and excitement.

The verse also states that
the Companions of the
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worshipping under the op-
pression of Israeli soldiers.



Cave entered the king's presence after their time of concealment ended.
At this time, idolatry and the denial of Allah were still widespread, the
people were still far from religion's morality, and the Muslims were still
being oppressed. In spite of all of this, the Companions of the Cave told
the king that they would never abandon their belief in, and worship of,
Allah as the only Being worthy of their worship, and that it would be a
crime against Allah to say anything to the contrary, even if only for the
sake of protocol.

Such courage and determination in the presence of an authoritarian
and tyrannical king proves that they were sincere Muslims. Allah cre-
ates everything in destiny to bring the best benefits to believers. Thus,
unless He wills it, nothing can harm anyone. Since the Companions of
the Cave knew this fact, they were able to display this exemplary trust
in Him and determination.

In the End Times, people will adopt idols and spread their mistaken
ideas and fantasies. This verse indicates that sincere Muslims must pre-
serve their belief with the same degree of courage and determination
when faced with oppressive and totalitarian regimes.
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AA
s this verse states, the Companions of the Cave called
their idolatrous people to faith, invited them to Allah's re-
ligion, asked them to stop associating others with Allah,

and demanded that they bring forth the evidence upon which they based
their denial. When they could not do this, they exposed their idolatrous
people as liars and slanderers.

Today, Muslims also demand proof from those who
take idols besides Allah. In the End Times, there ex-
ists an idolatrous belief that idolizes matter and
chance: Darwinism.

Darwinism claims that the universe has no
purpose, was formed by random occurrences,
and that only the fittest members of nature sur-
vive. This anti-religious system is based upon
conflict and violence. In reality, these claims of
random occurrences being responsible for
everything are no more than acts of slander by
the Darwinists against Allah, Who is All-
Powerful and has created everything that ex-
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""OOuurr  ppeeooppllee  hhaavvee  ttaakkeenn  ddeeiittiieess  aappaarrtt

ffrroomm  HHiimm..  WWhhyy  ddoo  tthheeyy  nnoott  pprroodduuccee  aa

cclleeaarr  aauutthhoorriittyy  ccoonncceerrnniinngg  tthheemm??  WWhhoo

ccoouulldd  ddoo  ggrreeaatteerr  wwrroonngg  tthhaann  ssoommeeoonnee

wwhhoo  iinnvveennttss  aa  lliiee  aaggaaiinnsstt  AAllllaahh??""

((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   1155))

Charles Darwin



ists.To support their slanderous claims, they cheat, lie, and offer faked evi-
dence. The history of Darwinism is full of such frauds as the Piltdown
man, the Nebraska man, the recapitulation theory, which maintains that
the stages in an organism's embryonic development correspond to the
stages of the species' characteristic evolutionary development, and
Archaeoraptor (the faked dinosaur-bird). Darwinism manipulates and fab-
ricates evidence, and produces imaginary drawings and scenarios to per-
suade people that humanity is the product of past evolutionary processes.
To this end, it misconstrues scientific evidence without the slightest hesita-
tion.

As a result, Darwinism is one of the largest and most anti-religion sys-
tems of thought facing the Muslims of the End Times. Today's Muslims,
like the Companions of the Cave, are demanding evidence from the
Darwinists, who deny Allah but idolize chance, to prove their case. In re-
sponse, the Darwinists present yet more lies and frauds, but never any
clear-cut evidence, by all sorts of demagogy because they have no evi-
dence to support their claims. (For detailed information, see Harun Yahya,
The Evolution Deceit, London: Ta-Ha Publishers, 2003, 8th ed.)

Darwinism's claim that everything is the product of chance is a clear
slander directed against Allah. The expression "Who could do greater
wrong than someone who invents a lie against Allah?" (Surat al-Kahf,
15) indicates this wrongdoing.
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One of the best-known
evolutionist hoaxes is this
so-called Piltdown man
skull and its subsequent
portrayal as one of man's
ancestors. This hoax was
eventually exposed as a
fabrication made by fusing
an orangutan's jaw bones
to a man's skull.



TT
his verse states that the Companions of the Cave distanced them-
selves completely from the unbelievers' system of thought. This
created an ideological conflict between the believers and the un-

believers, who were oppressing them.
Due to the unbelievers' oppression, the Companions of the Cave felt the

need for total segregation. Thus, they severed all links with the unbelievers
by seeking refuge in the cave. During this period, Allah's grace descended
upon them, and He made things easier for them in many respects. The most
important aspect of His help and support was sparing them from the nega-
tive impact of the unbelievers.

Irreligious societies habitually attack Muslims' sacred values and mock
and insult their beliefs and practices. For these reasons, it is a great comfort
and ease for the believers to keep apart from such people, because this al-
lows them to find more opportunities to serve religion instead of always
meeting with hostility. This also means more time for personal develop-
ment, acquiring deeper knowledge, and engaging in cultural and social ac-
tivities. Thanks to this opportunity, which Allah gives them, they can work
harder to help their people have a better life and inform them of the only
path to salvation: adopting the values of the Qur'an.
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WWhheenn  yyoouu  hhaavvee  sseeppaarraatteedd  yyoouurrsseellvveess

ffrroomm  tthheemm  aanndd  eevveerryytthhiinngg  tthheeyy  

wwoorrsshhiipp  eexxcceepptt  AAllllaahh,,   ttaakkee  rreeffuuggee  iinn

tthhee  ccaavvee,,   aanndd  yyoouurr  LLoorrdd  wwiillll  uunnffoolldd

HHiiss  mmeerrccyy  ttoo  yyoouu  aanndd  ooppeenn  tthhee  wwaayy  

ttoo  tthhee  bbeesstt  ffoorr  yyoouu  iinn  yyoouurr  ssiittuuaattiioonn..  

((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   1166))



TT
his verse might be suggesting that the Muslims' homes
should receive sunlight. A house, as far as possible, should
receive sunlight at dusk as well as dawn, so that its inhabi-

tants can derive the positive effects of sunlight, which creates a health-
ier atmosphere. Or, it might be suggesting that homes should be
spacious and cozy, so that it will be a pleasure to live in them. Muslims
should make their homes, as far as they can, spacious, airy, calming,
and full of light.
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YYoouu  wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  sseeeenn  tthhee  SSuunn,,  wwhheenn  iitt  rroossee,,  iinncclliinniinngg

aawwaayy  ffrroomm  tthheeiirr  ccaavvee  ttoowwaarrdd  tthhee  rriigghhtt,,  aanndd,,  wwhheenn

iitt  sseett,,  lleeaavviinngg  tthheemm  bbeehhiinndd  oonn  tthhee  lleefftt,,  wwhhiillee  tthheeyy  

wweerree  llyyiinngg  iinn  aann  ooppeenn  ppaarrtt  ooff  iitt..  TThhaatt  wwaass  oonnee  ooff  

AAllllaahh''ss  SSiiggnnss..  WWhhooeevveerr  AAllllaahh  gguuiiddeess  iiss  ttrruullyy

gguuiiddeedd..  BBuutt  iiff  HHee  mmiissgguuiiddeess  ssoommeeoonnee,,  yyoouu  wwiillll  

ffiinndd  nnoo  pprrootteeccttoorr  ffoorr  tthheemm  ttoo  gguuiiddee  tthheemm  rriigghhttllyy..  

((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,  1177))



As mentioned earlier, this verse proclaims the importance of guid-
ance by Allah. It states that only those to whom Allah gives guidance
will find salvation, and that those to whom He does not give it will find
only eternal suffering.

Surat al-Kahf 17 emphasizes that those who call others to faith must
do so with serenity, patience, calmness, and in a non-confrontational
manner. They must not forget that only Allah gives faith, as He states
in: "There is no compulsion where religion is concerned. Right guid-
ance has become clearly distinct from error. Anyone who rejects false
deities and believes in Allah has grasped the Firmest Handhold,
which will never give way. Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing"
(Surat al-Baqara, 256). If those who are invited to belief choose to reject
the invitation, those who made the call must trust in Allah and not pres-
sure the other party.
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TT
oday, some Muslims are enveloped in a similar type of slum-
ber, and thus are not affected by the evil flowing from materi-
alist ideologies, all of which seek to distance people from

religion. They continue to live a life of Qur'anic morality without being
influenced by the moral degeneration, chaos, and oppression engen-
dered by materialism.

Perhaps the Companions of the Cave's state of sleep was the result
of the inner peace and trust they experienced by submitting to destiny,
because Allah creates everything according to a preordained decree
and directs all events to the believers' advantage. Our Lord states that
"… Allah will not give the unbelievers any way against the believers"
(Surat an-Nisa', 141). This is surely good news and a cause for serenity
for all believers, for it is a sign that everything is positive and beneficial
for the Muslims. 

Another cause for the Muslims' sense of safety and inner peace is
Allah's promise that He will lead His sincere servants to success. The
following verse delivers this good news to the believers: 

Allah has promised those of you who believe and do right ac-

tions that He will make them successors in the land, just as He
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YYoouu  wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  ssuuppppoosseedd  tthheemm  ttoo  bbee  aawwaakkee,,
wwhheerreeaass  iinn  ffaacctt  tthheeyy  wweerree  aasslleeeepp..  WWee

mmoovveedd  tthheemm  ttoo  tthhee  rriigghhtt  aanndd  ttoo  tthhee  lleefftt ,,   aanndd,,
aatt  tthhee  eennttrraannccee,,   tthheeiirr  ddoogg  ssttrreettcchheedd  oouutt  iittss
ppaawwss..  IIff  yyoouu  hhaadd  llooookkeedd  ddoowwnn  aanndd  sseeeenn

tthheemm,,  yyoouu  wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  ttuurrnneedd  ffrroomm  tthheemm  aanndd
rruunn,,  aanndd  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ffiilllleedd  wwiitthh  tteerrrroorr  aatt  tthhee

ssiigghhtt  ooff  tthheemm..  ((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   1188))





made those before them successors, and will firmly establish

for them their religion with which He is pleased, and give

them, in place of their fear, security. "They worship Me, not as-

sociating anything with Me." Any who do not believe after that,

such people are deviators. (Surat an-Nur, 55)
In other words, Allah will lead His committed servants to security

regardless of the difficulties they are facing. This is one reason for
today's Muslims, like the Companions of the Cave, to continue their
work in peace.

The Muslims also know and draw comfort from the fact that only
Allah can will something to happen to them. Allah draws our attention
to the determination of those believers who submit to Him, believe in
destiny, and trust Him completely with the following verse:

Say: "Nothing can happen to us except what Allah has ordained

for us. He is Our Master. It is in Allah that the believers should

put their trust." (Surat at-Tawba, 51)

HARUN YAHYA

All over the world, we see conflict, people struggling against hunger and
poverty, and dramatic increases in moral degeneration. The only way out of this
negative situation is to tell people, with patience and compassion, about how ad-
hering to the values of the Qur'an will bring about goodness and well-being.





Surat al-Kahf 18 also mentions the love of animals and that, possibly,
Muslims can keep a dog in their garden for safety reasons. Dogs are
friendly and dependable animals, loyal to their owner, and sensitive
enough to recognize and respond to danger immediately. Therefore,
Muslims can acquire a guard dog as a precaution, but first must put their
trust in Allah. 

The verse also might be suggesting that believers can keep animals be-
cause of love and care for them. Prophet Sulayman (as) is given as an ex-
ample, as seen in the following verse: 

When swift horses, champing at the bit, were

displayed before him [Prophet Sulayman] in

the afternoon, he said: "Truly do I love the love

of good with a view to the glory of my Lord"—

[repeating these words as the steeds raced

away,] until the they were hidden by the veil

[of distance—whereupon he would command],

"Return them to me." And he set about stroking

their shanks and necks. (Surah Sad, 31-33)
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II
n this verse, the Muslims discuss their current situation be-
fore reaching a decision. The verse also relates their discus-
sion as to how long they had been in the cave. They said:

"Your Lord knows best how long you have been here." This indicates
that when there is no agreement or final decision, believers say "Allah
knows best" and leave the outcome to Him, for only He knows the un-
known. For this reason, it is not a sign of trust in Him to argue about
something that cannot be known, for this only causes disturbance
among the people. What is important in such a case is to submit to
Allah and remember destiny. 

This verse also contains other messages for the believers. First, the
Companions of the Cave ask the believer they send to town to get only
the purest food for them. The believers' sensitivity in matters of clean-
ness is related in many verses, such as when Allah's Messenger made:
"… good things lawful for them and bad things forbidden for them"
(Surat al-A`raf, 157) and Allah commanded believers: "Purify your
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TThhaatt  wwaass  tthhee  ssiittuuaattiioonn  wwhheenn  wwee  rraaiisseedd  tthheemm  uupp  ssoo
tthhaatt  tthheeyy  ccoouulldd  qquueessttiioonn  oonnee  aannootthheerr ..   OOnnee  ooff  tthheemm

aasskkeedd::  ""HHooww  lloonngg  hhaavvee  yyoouu  bbeeeenn  hheerree??""  TThheeyy
rreepplliieedd::  ""WWee  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  hheerree  ffoorr  aa  ddaayy  oorr  ppaarrtt  ooff  aa
ddaayy..""  TThheeyy  ssaaiidd::  ""YYoouurr  LLoorrdd  kknnoowwss  bbeesstt  hhooww  lloonngg
yyoouu  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  hheerree..   SSeenndd  oonnee  ooff  yyoouurr  nnuummbbeerr  iinnttoo

tthhee  cciittyy  wwiitthh  tthhiiss  ssiillvveerr  yyoouu  hhaavvee,,   ssoo  hhee  ccaann  sseeee
wwhhiicchh  ffoooodd  iiss  ppuurreesstt  aanndd  bbrriinngg  yyoouu  ssoommee  ooff  iitt  ttoo

eeaatt ..   LLeett  hhiimm  bbeehhaavvee  wwiitthh  ggeennttlleenneessss  ssoo  tthhaatt  nnoo  oonnee
iiss  aawwaarree  ooff  yyoouu..""  ((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   1199))



clothes" (Surat al-Muddaththir, 4).
The following two verses also mention good and clean foods:

So eat from what Allah has provided for you, lawful and good,

and be thankful for His blessing, if it is Him you worship.

(Surat an-Nahl, 114)

Eat of the good things We have provided for you, but do not go

to excess in it, or My anger will be unleashed on you. Anyone

who has My anger unleashed on him has plunged to his ruin.

(Surah Ta Ha, 81)
Surat al-Kahf 19 also points out that believers prefer to buy their

food in cities. Perhaps this is because they can find a greater variety of
foods there. Cities also have another benefit for believers, for the call to
faith begins in the cities:

This is a Book We have sent down and blessed, confirming

what came before it, so that you can warn the Mother of Cities

[Makka] and the people around it. Those who believe in the

Hereafter believe in it and safeguard their prayer. (Surat al-

An`am, 92)
Surat al-Kahf 19 also reminds believers to be gentle and courteous at

all times, for this is a requirement of the Qur'an's morals.
Another possible understanding of this account of the Companions

of the Cave is that the Muslims of the End Times generally will stay at
home to avoid attracting attention to themselves at a time of great
wickedness and rule by such anti-religious ideologies as fascism or
communism. Or, it might be suggesting that believers, when required,
will be at home for long periods of time in order to develop in science
and knowledge. It is related that the Prophet (saas) advised those who
sought his views on the End Times to "stay at home." (Abu Dawud)
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TT
he expression "They will stone you" describes a form of ter-
ror. This character trait is clearly recognizable today in people
who are under the influence of godless ideologies. For exam-

ple, terrorists who subscribe to communism are led by their hostility to
the state to throw stones and attack its officials, as well as at the police
forces. These attacks aim to weaken and demoralize them so that the
communists can realize their anti-religious ideals and establish their
rule by dragging the country into chaos and conflict.

Once they succeed, they seek to indoctrinate people loyal to faith
with their system of thought, which considers recurring conflict be-
tween people inevitable. They want to see all of the people rebel against
the state, take to the streets and fight one another. But such anarchist
movements will lead to nothing, and their followers will not succeed,
for Allah says: 

But as for those who break Allah's contract after it has been

agreed upon, and sever what Allah has commanded to be

joined, and cause corruption in the land, the curse will be upon

them. They will have the Evil Abode. (Surat ar-Ra`d, 25)
Given this, it is vital for the people of the End Times to stay clear of

the bloodstained ideologies that have brought nothing but evil to the
world, not to side with those who corrupt others, and not to be influ-
enced by the provocations of anti-religious ideologies or their agitations.
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FFoorr  iiff  tthheeyy  ffiinndd  oouutt  aabboouutt  yyoouu,,   tthheeyy

wwiillll  ssttoonnee  yyoouu  oorr  mmaakkee  yyoouu  rreevveerrtt  ttoo

tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn,,   aanndd  tthheenn  yyoouu  wwiillll  nneevveerr

hhaavvee  ssuucccceessss ..   ((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   2200))



People influenced by
godless ideologies see

the solution in violence,
hostility, and rebellion.

This terrorist characteris-
tic leads society into

chaos. The only way to
prevent this is to explain

to the people why they
should fear Allah and

how they can avert His
punishment.



TT
his verse contains clear signs of the End Times and the Hour.
The discovery of the Companions of the Cave could be a sign
for the good, that even if they exist far apart from one an-

other, one day they will definitely meet each other. Allah reveals this
truth with "so race each other to the good. Wherever you are, Allah
will bring you all together. Truly Allah has power over all things"
(Surat al-Baqara, 148).

The verse also mentions the decision to build a place of worship on
the site where the Companions of the Cave were found, which means
that such places of worship can be built where good and righteous
devotees of Allah have spent their lives so that they will be remem-
bered. Also, such places can serve as centers of learning and worship,
which will help to spread beneficial ideas and good character. These
places will then become meeting points for the believers who come to-
gether to remember Allah's name.
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AAccccoorrddiinnggllyy,,   WWee  mmaaddee  tthheemm  cchhaannccee  uuppoonn  
tthheemm  uunneexxppeecctteeddllyy  ssoo  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  mmiigghhtt  kknnooww  tthhaatt

AAllllaahh''ss  pprroommiissee  iiss  ttrruuee  aanndd  tthhaatt  tthheerree  iiss  nnoo
ddoouubbtt  aabboouutt  tthhee  HHoouurr..   WWhheenn  tthheeyy  wweerree  aarrgguuiinngg

aammoonngg  tthheemmsseellvveess  aabboouutt  tthhee  mmaatttteerr ,,   tthheeyy  ssaaiidd::
""WWaallll  uupp  tthheeiirr  ccaavvee..  TThheeiirr  LLoorrdd  kknnoowwss  bbeesstt

aabboouutt  tthheemm..""  BBuutt  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ggoott  tthhee  bbeetttteerr  ooff  tthhee
aarrgguummeenntt  ccoonncceerrnniinngg  tthheemm  ssaaiidd::  ""WWee  wwiillll  bbuuiilldd

aa  ppllaaccee  ooff  wwoorrsshhiipp  oovveerr  tthheemm..""  
((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   2211))



Many verses underline the importance of places of worship in which
only Allah is remembered. Some of them are as follows:

Those who were expelled from their homes without any right,

merely for saying: "Our Lord is Allah." If Allah had not driven

some people back by means of others, monasteries and

churches, synagogues and mosques, where Allah's name is

mentioned much, would have been pulled down and de-

stroyed. Allah will certainly help those who help Him—Allah

is All-Strong, Almighty. (Surat al-Hajj, 40) 

All mosques belong to Allah, so do not call on anyone else be-

sides Allah. (Surat al-Jinn, 18)
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AA
s this verse states, some people speculated about how
many Companions of the Cave there actually were.
However, the verse states that their actual number is

known only to our Lord, for only He knows the Unseen and can reveal
part of it to His chosen few.

The continuation of the verse stipulates that such speculation is wrong.
Such disputes are termed "guessing at the Unseen" and are referred to in
other verses as well:

They will say: "We believe in it," but how can they reach out for it

from a distant place, when beforehand they had rejected it, shoot-

ing forth about the Unseen from a distant place? A barrier will be

set up between them and the thing that they desire, just as was

done with their kind before. They too were in a state of crippling

doubt. (Surah Saba', 52-54)
All Muslims ought to refrain from such useless arguments and just say:

"Allah knows best." They should respond in the following terms: "You
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TThheeyy  wwiillll  ssaayy::  ""TThheerree  wweerree  tthhrreeee  ooff  tthheemm,,  tthheeiirr
ddoogg  bbeeiinngg  tthhee  ffoouurrtthh..""  TThheeyy  wwiillll  ssaayy::  ""TThheerree  wweerree

ffiivvee  ooff  tthheemm,,  tthheeiirr  ddoogg  bbeeiinngg  tthhee  ssiixxtthh,,""  gguueessssiinngg  aatt
tthhee  UUnnsseeeenn..  AAnndd  tthheeyy  wwiillll  ssaayy::  ""TThheerree  wweerree

sseevveenn  ooff  tthheemm,,  tthheeiirr  ddoogg  bbeeiinngg  tthhee  eeiigghhtthh..""  SSaayy::
""MMyy  LLoorrdd  kknnoowwss  bbeesstt  tthheeiirr  nnuummbbeerr..   TThhoossee  wwhhoo
kknnooww  aabboouutt  tthheemm  aarree  vveerryy  ffeeww..""  SSoo  ddoo  nnoott  eenntteerr

iinnttoo  aannyy  aarrgguummeenntt  ccoonncceerrnniinngg  tthheemm,,  eexxcceepptt  iinn  rreellaa --
ttiioonn  ttoo  wwhhaatt  iiss  cclleeaarrllyy  kknnoowwnn..  AAnndd  ddoo  nnoott  sseeeekk

tthhee  ooppiinniioonn  ooff  aannyy  ooff  tthheemm  rreeggaarrddiinngg  tthheemm..  
((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   2222))



know what is in my self but I do not know what is in Your Self. You are
the Knower of all unseen things" (Surat al-Ma'ida, 116), because many
verses state that only Allah knows the Unseen. One such verse is as fol-
lows:

The keys of the Unseen are in His possession. No one knows

them but Him. He knows everything in the land and sea. No leaf

falls without His knowing it. There is no seed in the darkness of

the ground, and nothing moist or dry, which is not in a Clear

Book. (Surat al-An`am, 59)
In these types of arguments, people's views usually are based upon

hearsay. Obviously, there is no point in listening to arguments based
solely upon conjecture and ignorance. As "Do not pursue what you have
no knowledge of. Hearing, sight and hearts will all be questioned"
(Surat al-Isra', 36) makes clear, people should avoid any talk based upon
hearsay.

"Those who know about them are very few" also indicates that a few
people could have this knowledge. For instance, one such person could be
Khidhr (as), whose miraculous circumstances we will explore shortly. It is
also possible that Khidhr's disciples might have this knowledge, with
Allah's will and revelation. The Qur'an reveals that Allah reveals some of
the Unseen to His Messengers.

He is the Knower of the Unseen, and does not divulge His

Unseen to anyone—except a Messenger with whom He is well

pleased, and then He posts sentinels before him and behind him.

(Surat al-Jinn, 26-27)
Allah revealed some knowledge of the Unseen to our Prophet (saas)

and then told him that:

This is news of the Unseen that We reveal to you [O Muhammad].

You were not with them when they decided what to do and de-

vised their scheme. (Surah Yusuf, 102)
Allah informed Prophet Nuh (as) about some of the future events that

he would experience:
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It was said: "Nuh, descend with peace from Us and with blessings

on you and on the nations that will issue from those who are with

you. But there are nations to whom we will give enjoyment, and

then a painful punishment from Us will afflict them." That is

some of the news of the Unseen that We reveal to you. Neither

you nor your people knew it before this time. So be steadfast. The

best end-result is for those who do their duty. (Surah Hud, 48-49)
Surat al-Kahf 22 reveals the appropriate methods of argument: "… do

not enter into any argument concerning them, except in relation to what
is clearly known." When arguing with others, believers must provide ev-
idence that is compatible with the Qur'an, whereas those who reject reli-
gion do the contrary, for they seek to create disputes in order to display
their hostility to the believers and their religion. Allah states in "just for
argument's sake…" (Surat az-Zukhruf, 58), that the deniers use blasphe-
mous arguments because they are "a disputatious people" who have an
argumentative and hostile nature. This is why people living the Qur'an's
morality must distance themselves from all of this and behave in the way
that earns Allah's good pleasure. Allah provides an example as to how
they should speak with the unbelievers:

So call and go straight, as you have been ordered to. Do not follow

their whims and desires, but say: "I believe in a Book sent down

by Allah and am ordered to be just between you. Allah is our

Lord and your Lord. We have our actions and you have your ac-

tions. There is no debate between us and you. Allah will gather us

all together. He is our final destination." (Surat ash-Shura, 15)
The phrase "do not seek the opinion of any of them regarding them"

at the end of Surat al-Kahf 22 advises all believers to refrain from seeking
views other than that of Revelation, because only Allah knows the
Unseen. Thus, believers believe that arguments based only upon people's
faulty speculation, knowledge, presumptions, and interpretations are
worthless. Therefore, giving any credence to such "information" is forbid-
den.
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TT
he lives of people who have forgotten destiny's reality pass in
planning for tomorrow, next month, next year, and after re-
tirement. Some people plan their career at the workplace,

what they will do after their children get married, or how they will ac-
quire wealth and property. However, this verse reminds all people that
they do not know what will happen to them tomorrow.

People who map out their lives have forgotten destiny, for only
Allah determines each person's destiny. Therefore, whatever Allah has
"written" for one's tomorrow, whether or not the person in question has
"planned" it, will occur. This fact is stated in the following verse:

You do not engage in any matter, recite any portion of the

Qur'an, or do any action without Our witnessing you while you

are occupied with it. Not even the smallest speck eludes your

Lord, either on Earth or in heaven. Nor is there anything

smaller than that, or larger, which is not in a Clear Book. (Surah

Yunus, 61)
Destiny is Allah's knowledge of everything that has happened in the

past and will happen in future. Many people ask how Allah can know
what will happen to us. The answer is as follows: Allah is not subject to
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NNeevveerr  ssaayy  aabboouutt  aannyytthhiinngg::  

""II  wwiillll  ddoo  iitt  ttoommoorrrrooww..""  
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time and space, both of which He created, and so what we call the past,
present, and future are all the same to Him. Just as we see the beginning,
middle, and end of a ruler and all of its units in between, Allah sees and
knows the "time" of our existence as one whole, from its beginning to its
end. However, we only experience a particular event, all of which He al-
ready knows, when its time has come and thus witness the destiny that
Allah has created for us.

Saying that something definitely will happen is, in fact, growing arro-
gant toward Allah, something that will result in ultimate loss, as the fol-
lowing verse proclaims:

As for those who believe and do right actions, He will pay them

their wages in full and will give them increase from His favor. As

for those who show disdain and grow arrogant, He will punish

them with a painful punishment. They will not find any protector

or helper for themselves besides Allah. (Surat an-Nisa', 173)
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WW
hen the believers forget something, they should re-
member Allah's name, for there is a positive aspect to
remembering, if Allah has willed it to be in that per-

son's best interests to be so. Remembering His name can be a healing in
a situation of forgetfulness, but one can remember only if Allah wills it
because some benefit will result.

Then, the verse orders the Prophet (saas) to pray to Allah for a vic-
tory close at hand. Success in our worldly lives is sometimes achieved
in the long-term, while at other times it is a short-term thing.
Sometimes one works really hard and puts much effort into a project
without seeing any short-term success. Thus, it is necessary to remain
determined and patient for a long time. Such perseverance contains a
multitude of good and much educational value. However, believers
also can ask Allah for success in the short term. The important thing is
to turn to Allah with a true heart, as did Prophet Shu`ayb (as), who
said: "My success is with Allah alone. I have put my trust in Him, and
I turn to Him" (Surah Hud, 88). Those who trust Allah, knowing that
He has created all things, can expect His support at all times. Allah re-
minds the Prophet (saas) that only He can lead someone to an easy suc-
cess: "We will ease you to the Easy Way." (Surat al-A`la, 8)
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WWiitthhoouutt  aaddddiinngg  ""IIff  AAllllaahh  wwiillllss ..""

RReemmeemmbbeerr  yyoouurr  LLoorrdd  wwhheenn  yyoouu  ffoorr --

ggeett ,,   aanndd  ssaayy::  ""HHooppeeffuullllyy  mmyy  LLoorrdd

wwiillll  gguuiiddee  mmee  ttoo  ssoommeetthhiinngg  cclloosseerr  ttoo

rriigghhtt  gguuiiddaannccee  tthhaann  tthhiiss ..""  

((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   2244))



TT
hese verses reveal that the Companions of the Cave's state of
sleep lasted for 300 years, and that a further 9 years were
added toward the end of this period. Thus, their state of sleep

lasted for 309 years.
Surat al-Kahf 26 states that Allah's rule and control of the Unseen is

total, because He creates all things in the heavens and Earth. This at-
tribute of our Lord is described in the following verses:

The Unseen of the heavens and Earth belongs to Allah, and the

whole affair will be returned to Him. So worship Him and put

your trust in Him. Your Lord is not unaware of what you do.

(Surah Hud, 123)

Allah, there is no god but Him, the Living, the Self-Sustaining.

He is not subject to drowsiness or sleep. Everything in the

heavens and Earth belongs to Him. Who can intercede with

Him except with His permission? He knows what is before

them and what is behind them, but they cannot grasp any of
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TThheeyy  ssttaayyeedd  iinn  tthheeiirr  ccaavvee  ffoorr  tthhrreeee  hhuunnddrreedd

yyeeaarrss ,,   aaddddiinngg  ttoo  tthhaatt  [[aannootthheerr]]  nniinnee..  SSaayy::

""AAllllaahh  kknnoowwss  bbeesstt  hhooww  lloonngg  tthheeyy  ssttaayyeedd..  TThhee

UUnnsseeeenn  ooff  tthhee  hheeaavveennss  aanndd  EEaarrtthh  bbeelloonnggss  ttoo

HHiimm..  HHooww  ppeerrffeeccttllyy  HHee  sseeeess ,,   hhooww  wweellll  HHee

hheeaarrss!!  TThheeyy  hhaavvee  nnoo  pprrootteeccttoorr  aappaarrtt  ffrroomm

HHiimm..  NNoorr  ddooeess  HHee  sshhaarree  HHiiss  rruullee  wwiitthh

aannyyoonnee..""  ((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   2255--2266))



His knowledge, except for what He wills. His Footstool encom-

passes the heavens and Earth, and their preservation does not

tire Him. He is the Most High, the Magnificent. (Surat al-

Baqara, 255)
As the Creator cannot be bound by His creation, Allah is independ-

ent of what we consider to be time. A million or even a billion years of
human time means nothing to Him, for everything exists in His pres-
ence as if it were only one moment. Allah sees and hears everything, re-
gardless of how far in the past or in the future it is, and He sees it all
perfectly, from every aspect, and with or without direction. He also per-
ceives sound with all of its aspects, known to us or else in the best way,
as the following verse states:

My Lord knows what is said in Heaven and on Earth. He is the

All-Hearing, the All-Knowing. (Surat al-Anbiya', 4)
As all people are subject to time and space, they cannot know any-

thing of the Unseen unless Allah reveals it to them. Only our Lord, the
Creator of time and space, sees and hears the past, present, and future
in their entirety. He governs absolutely the infinitely past and future of
time, history, events, matter, destiny, and everything, whether living or
non-living, for:

Both East and West belong to Allah, so wherever you turn, the

Face of Allah is there. Allah is All-Encompassing, All-

Knowing. (Surat al-Baqara, 115)
He is the only protector and helper of all living beings, for there is

none other. Humanity is truly helpless and therefore exposed to hard-
ship at all times. And, the only way to escape material as well as spiri-
tual suffering is to seek refuge with Allah, our only friend and helper,
by acknowledging Him as our sole protector. The following verses re-
veal this truth:

… Do you not know that Allah has power over all things? Do

you not know that to Allah belong the kingdom of the heavens

and Earth, and that, besides Him, you have no protector and no
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helper? (Surat al-Baqara, 106-107)

To Allah belong the kingdom of the heavens and Earth. He

gives life and causes to die. You have no protector or helper be-

sides Him. (Surat at-Tawba, 116)

My Protector is Allah, Who sent down the Book. He takes care

of the righteous. (Surat al-A`raf, 196)
The concluding part of verse 26 states that our Lord has no partners.

Allah has power over everything and is the only governor of time,
space, and all dimensions, whether they are known to us or not. He has
no associates, and such a thought is not even conceivable, as the fol-
lowing verse makes clear:

Say: "He is Allah, Absolute Oneness, Allah, the Everlasting

Sustainer of all. He has not given birth and was not born. And

no one is comparable to Him." (Surat al-Ikhlas, 1-4)
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TT
he most reliable resource from which we can learn about true
religion is the Qur'an, because it is the Creator's word, and
naturally the Creator knows the ultimate truth of everything.

In the Qur'an, Allah reveals everything that humanity needs to know.
Furthermore, in this verse He orders the Prophet (saas) to recite the
revelations contained in the Qur'an.

A little further on, the verse states that these revelations are immune
to change. The Qur'an informs us that the earlier holy books were all
falsified, added to, or deleted from, but this is not the case with the
Qur'an. As Allah reveals in Surat al-Hijr 9, the Qur'an is under His pro-
tection: "We have sent down the Reminder, and We will preserve it."
This fact is elaborated upon in the following verses:

The words of your Lord are perfect in truthfulness and justice.

No one can change His words. He is the All-Hearing, the All-

Knowing. (Surat al-An`am, 115)

Falsehood cannot reach it from before it or behind it—it is a

revelation from One Who is All-Wise, Praiseworthy. (Surah

Fussilat, 42)
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RReecciittee  wwhhaatt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  rreevveeaalleedd  ttoo  yyoouu

ooff  yyoouurr  LLoorrdd''ss  BBooookk..  NNoo  oonnee  ccaann

cchhaannggee  HHiiss  wwoorrddss..   YYoouu  wwiillll  nneevveerr

ffiinndd  aannyy  ssaaffee  hhaavveenn  aappaarrtt  ffrroomm  HHiimm..
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The expression: "No one can change His words. You will never find
any safe haven apart from Him" points to a great error by those people
who do not appreciate Allah's infinite might. They acquire protectors
and friends other than Allah in the belief that they will be of some help
and support in times of hardship. But, we should never forget that
those with whom they seek refuge are themselves only creations and
helpless servants of Allah. All beings whom they exalt are no more than
manifestations of Allah and receive their power, if they have any, from
Him, for every being and thing moves only because of His will.

Those you call on besides Allah are servants just like your-

selves. Call on them and let them respond to you, if you are

telling the truth. Do they have legs with which they can walk?

Do they have hands with which they can grasp? Do they have

eyes with which they can see? Do they have ears with which

they can hear? Say: "Call on your partner-deities, try all your

wiles against me, and grant me no reprieve. My Protector is

Allah, Who sent down the Book. He takes care of the right-

eous." Those you call on besides Him cannot help you. They

cannot even help themselves. (Surat al-A`raf, 194-97)
As these verses make clear, those people chosen to be guardians and

protectors are themselves helpless beings who have a degree of power
only if Allah wills it. They cannot save anyone from hardship, suffer-
ing, or catastrophe. Another verse expresses this reality:

They worship, instead of Allah, what can neither harm them

nor help them, saying: "These are our intercessors with Allah."

Say: "Would you inform Allah of something about which He

does not know, either in the heavens or on Earth?" May He be

glorified and exalted above what they associate with Him!

(Surah Yunus, 18)
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TT
his verse points out the importance of always calling upon
Allah, every morning and evening, seeking only His good
pleasure. Prayer is a great gift, for it is a way to draw closer to

Allah. People can pray at any time of day and wherever they are. Allah
reveals the value of prayer in: Say: "What has My Lord to do with you
if you do not call upon Him?" (Surat al-Furqan, 77). In another verse,
He informs people that:

If My servants ask you about Me, I am near. I answer the call of

the caller when he calls upon Me. Therefore, they should re-

spond to Me and believe in Me, so that hopefully they will be

rightly guided. (Surat al-Baqara, 186)
The verse then reminds people once more that this world's tempo-

rary possessions should not affect them, because life in this world is no
more than a trial. Surat al-Kahf reveals why this world's desirable com-
modities (e.g., houses, cars, yachts, mansions, gold, silver, and fashion-
able clothes) were created:
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RReessttrraaiinn  yyoouurrsseellff  ppaattiieennttllyy  wwiitthh  tthhoossee  wwhhoo

ccaallll  uuppoonn  tthheeiirr  LLoorrdd  mmoorrnniinngg  aanndd  eevveenniinngg,,   ddee --

ssiirriinngg  HHiiss  ffaaccee..  DDoo  nnoott  ttuurrnn  yyoouurr  eeyyeess  ffrroomm

tthheemm,,  ddeessiirriinngg  tthhee  aattttrraaccttiioonnss  ooff  tthhiiss  wwoorrlldd..

AAnndd  ddoo  nnoott  oobbeeyy  ssoommeeoonnee  wwhhoossee  hheeaarrtt  WWee

hhaavvee  mmaaddee  nneegglleeccttffuull  ooff  OOuurr  rreemmeemmbbrraannccee,,

wwhhoo  ffoolllloowwss  hhiiss  oowwnn  wwhhiimmss  aanndd  ddeessiirreess ,,   aanndd

wwhhoossee  lliiffee  hhaass  ttrraannssggrreesssseedd  aallll  bboouunnddss..   

((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   2288))
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We made everything on Earth adornment for it so that We could

test them to see whose actions are the best. (Surat al-Kahf, 7)
After a specific number of years, each person will find himself or

herself suddenly appearing before Allah on the Day of Judgment, for
life passes rather quickly. Allah reminds us of this reality: "These peo-
ple love this fleeting world and have put the thought of a
Momentous Day behind their backs" (Surat al-Insan, 27). The life of
the Hereafter, which many people neglect while living in this world, is
an eternal reality that no one can escape. This is why being led astray by
this world's temporary attractions and thus forgetting the eternal life in
the Hereafter is such a serious mistake. Allah reveals that:
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The life of this world is nothing but a game and a diversion.

The Hereafter is better for those who guard against evil. So will

you not use your intellect? (Surat al-An`am, 32)

Know that the life of this world is merely a game and a diver-

sion, an ostentation and a cause of boasting among yourselves,

and trying to outdo one another in wealth and children, like the

plant-growth after rain that delights the cultivators, but then

withers and you see it turning yellow, and then it becomes bro-

ken stubble. In the Hereafter, there is terrible punishment but

also forgiveness from Allah and His good pleasure. The life of

this world is nothing but the enjoyment of delusion. (Surat al-

Hadid, 20)
Further on in the same verse, the importance of the believers being

together is stated. Remembering Allah, praying to Him, and doing
everything for His good pleasure is the behavior of all devout believers.
The vital need of being together with them, with people who remember
Allah at all times, is obvious. Believers derive many benefits from
spending time with one another, for they remind each other of the
Qur'an's verses and remember Allah, and are less likely to miss prayers
or be led astray, which has a greater chance of happening when people
are alone or during times when such meetings are rare. They recite
Allah's name together, advise people to do good and avoid evil, and
benefit from one another in terms of knowledge and culture. Engaging
in such activities will enable them to live in an atmosphere of joy, con-
tentment, purity, trust, and safety. The believers' relationship with each
other is described in the following verse:

The believing men and women are friends of one another. They

command what is right and forbid what is wrong, establish

prayer and give alms, and obey Allah and His Messenger. They

are the people upon whom Allah will have mercy. Allah is

Almighty, All-Wise. (Surat at-Tawba, 71)

HARUN YAHYA

73



On the other hand, staying with unbelievers has many negative as-
pects. For example, such people are always slandering and displaying
aggression toward Allah and the believers' sacred values, voicing their
animosity, and mocking the believers. Allah forbids the believers to be
in such an environment:

It has been sent down to you in the Book that when you hear

Allah's Signs being rejected and mocked by people, you must

not sit with them until they start talking of other things. If you

do, you are just the same as them. Allah will gather all the hyp-

ocrites and unbelievers into Hell. (Surat an-Nisa', 140)
Another negative aspect of being together with unbelievers, who

chase after their base instincts and keep away from Allah's word, is the
probability that those with weak faith will be influenced in a negative
way. Devout Muslims who have strong faith, Allah willing, cannot be
influenced by unbelievers; however, those believers who are new
Muslims or who do not yet completely live the Qur'an's morality, can
be influenced by the unbelievers' misleading conversation and display
of knowledge, and even end up following their example. If this hap-
pens, they are the losers in both this world and the next.
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OO
nce the believers have explained Allah's religion and the
Qur'an's verses to the unbelievers, they must not pressure
them to embrace it. As we explained earlier, only Allah can

give faith. The attitude of the believers toward unbelievers is described,
as follows:

I do not worship what you worship, and you do not worship

what I worship. Nor will I worship what you worship, nor will

you worship what I worship. You have your religion, and I have

my religion. (Surat al-Kafirun, 2-6)
The believers' only responsibility is to warn the unbelievers of the

sufferings in Hell following death and the great danger that this poses
for them if they continue to reject belief. This verse describes the eternal
suffering in Hell that awaits all unbelievers. On that day, they will have
no helpers or intercessors.

Allah reveals in "the Day they are shoved roughly into the Fire of
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SSaayy::  ""IItt  iiss  tthhee  ttrruutthh  ffrroomm  yyoouurr  LLoorrdd,,   ssoo  lleett

wwhhooeevveerr  wwiisshheess  bbeelliieevvee  aanndd  wwhhooeevveerr  wwiisshheess

nnoott  bbeelliieevvee..""  WWee  hhaavvee  pprreeppaarreedd  ffoorr  tthhee

wwrroonnggddooeerrss  aa  FFiirree ,,   wwhhoossee  bbiilllloowwiinngg  wwaallllss  ooff

ssmmookkee  wwiillll  hheemm  tthheemm  iinn..  IIff  tthheeyy  ccaallll  ffoorr

hheellpp,,   tthheeyy  wwiillll  bbee  hheellppeedd  wwiitthh  wwaatteerr  lliikkee

sseeeetthhiinngg  mmoolltteenn  bbrraassss ,,   ffrryyiinngg  tthheeiirr  ffaacceess..

WWhhaatt  aa  nnooxxiioouuss  ddrriinnkk!!  WWhhaatt  aann  eevviill  rree --

ppoossee!!  ((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   2299))



Hell" (Surat at-Tur: 13), how those who have earned Hell will be de-
graded. Those who were arrogant because of their wealth, status, and
their ability to oppress other people will realize their sorry state and
helplessness in Hell. They will be "flung into a narrow place in it,
shackled together in chains" (Surat al-Furqan, 13), and rest in the murk
of its thick black smoke. They will hear the incessant seething and gasp-
ing of the Fire and hear continuous sounds of moaning and groaning.
They will be led from one suffering to another and, despite their plead-
ing, their pain will not be eased, because Hell is "a sealed vault of Fire"
(Surat al-Balad, 20) from which no one can escape.
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WW
e have already explained the importance of right actions.
In this verse, Allah draws our attention to the importance
of doing truly good deeds. The best deed, the one that

pleases Him the most, is the one done in complete compliance with the
Qur'an's morality and out of genuine devotion. Allah points out the impor-
tance of good behavior in the following verse:

Everything in the heavens and everything in Earth belongs to

Allah, so that He can repay those who do evil for what they did, and

repay those who do good with the Very Best. (Surat an-Najm, 31)
These verses proclaim the importance of doing good deeds that are

pleasing to Allah. Our Lord informs us that those who do good can look
forward to an even better reward, and that they must expect their reward
only from Him.

Allah encompasses everything that humanity does. It is enough for
Him to be aware of our good deeds, for He knows what our hearts con-
tain and rewards those deeds. Allah states that He gives a just reward for
those good deeds that comply with the Qur'an's morality and gives the
righteous the good tidings of Paradise, as follows:
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BBuutt  aass  ffoorr  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  bbeelliieevvee  aanndd  ddoo

rriigghhtt  aaccttiioonnss ,,   WWee  wwiillll  nnoott  lleett  tthhee

wwaaggee  ooff  ggoooodd--ddooeerrss  ggoo  ttoo  wwaassttee..   

((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   3300))
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Yes, the friends of Allah will feel no fear and will know no sor-

row. Those who believe and guard against evil, there is good

news for them in the life of this world and in the Hereafter.

There is no changing the words of Allah. That is the great vic-

tory! (Surah Yunus, 62-64)



TT
his verse describes the endless gifts of Paradise that are given
as a reward to those believers who strive to please Allah by
doing good. Allah has promised Paradise to the believers in

many verses. For instance, the following verse informs us that the be-
lievers will be welcomed warmly and sent in companies to Paradise:

Gardens of Eden that they enter, with rivers flowing under

them, where they have whatever they desire. That is how Allah

repays those who do their duty, those whom the angels take in

a virtuous state. They say: "Peace be upon you. Enter the

Garden for what you did." (Surat an-Nahl, 31-32)
Following this honorable welcome, Allah bestows upon them count-

less gifts. But above all of these gifts will be the believers' spiritual joy
of having won Allah's good pleasure and Paradise. While the unbeliev-
ers will be suffering in the punishing Fires of Hell and enduring inex-
plicable remorse, the believers will be leading their lives as servants
having won His good pleasure and love. Contrary to Hell, which will
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TThheeyy  wwiillll  hhaavvee  GGaarrddeennss  ooff  EEddeenn  wwiitthh

rriivveerrss  fflloowwiinngg  uunnddeerr  tthheemm..  TThheeyy  wwiillll  bbee

aaddoorrnneedd  iinn  tthheemm  wwiitthh  bbrraacceelleettss  mmaaddee  ooff

ggoolldd,,   aanndd  wwiillll  wweeaarr  ggrreeeenn  ggaarrmmeennttss  mmaaddee  ooff

tthhee  ffiinneesstt  ssiillkk  aanndd  rriicchh  bbrrooccaaddee,,   rreecclliinniinngg

tthheerree  oonn  ccoouucchheess..   WWhhaatt  aann  eexxcceelllleenntt  rree --

wwaarrdd!!  WWhhaatt  aa  wwoonnddeerrffuull  rreeppoossee!!  

((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   3311))





be tight and crowded, the believers will rest in "a Garden
whose breadth is like that of Heaven and Earth com-
bined" (Surat al-Hadid, 21) in Paradise, where they will
see beauty and a great kingdom all around. They will re-
cline on couches lined with rich brocade, enjoy easily
picked fruit, reside in palaces with rivers flowing under
them, sit on high-raised thrones, and converse with one
another. There will be cool shades in Paradise, which
Allah describes as a place that is neither too cool nor too
hot.

As described in Surat al-Kahf 31, the green clothing
worthy of the people of Paradise is made of the finest silk
and rich brocade. In addition, they will wear golden
bracelets. Besides beautiful clothing, the people of
Paradise will be provided with delicious foods and
drinks. Specifically, the Qur'an mentions a variety of
fruit, the flesh of any fowl that they may desire, tasty
drinks, dates and pomegranates without equal, fruit-
laden lote trees, and bananas piled bunch on bunch. And
these are just some of Allah's promised gifts.

Furthermore, there will be only beauty in Paradise,
for people of Paradise will no longer need to endure any-
thing with patience, as we do in this world. There will be
an environment full of endless beauty without any tired-
ness, fear, sorrow, or any other conceivable trouble. Allah
reveals Paradise's beauty, as follows:

An image of the Garden promised to those who

guard against evil: In it are rivers of water that

will never spoil, rivers of milk whose taste will

never change, rivers of wine that are delightful to

all who drink it, and rivers of honey of undiluted
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purity. In it they will have fruit of every kind and forgiveness

from their Lord… (Surah Muhammad, 15)
Allah has detailed the gifts of Paradise and the sufferings of Hell in

the Qur'an. Those who pretend not to understand the truth will be los-
ers in both worlds. For this reason, people should seriously prepare and
strive for the Hereafter in order to win our Lord's unique gifts, as the
following verse makes clear:

That abode of the Hereafter—We grant it to those who do not

seek to exalt themselves in the land or to cause corruption in it.

The successful outcome is for those who guard against evil.

(Surat al-Qasas, 83)
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BB
y relating this parable, Allah wants people to compare a
believer with someone who claims to believe in Allah but
who is, in reality, an unbeliever. One of the garden owners

is richer than the other, a "superiority" that caused him to become arro-
gant and proud toward Allah.

But Allah, Who created everything out of nothing, is the sole owner
of all that exists and tests some people by giving them wealth and prop-
erty. Some people become ungrateful because they consider this wealth
and property to be the fruit of their own effort and intellect. They exult
in their possessions and make them a source of pride and prestige
among people. On the other hand, sincere believers behave in the fol-
lowing manner:
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MMaakkee  aann  eexxaammppllee  ffoorr  tthheemm  ooff  ttwwoo  mmeenn..  TToo  oonnee  ooff

tthheemm  WWee  ggaavvee  ttwwoo  ggaarrddeennss  ooff  ggrraappeevviinneess  aanndd  ssuurr --

rroouunnddeedd  tthheemm  wwiitthh  ddaattee--ppaallmmss,,   ppuuttttiinngg  bbeettwweeeenn

tthheemm  ssoommee  ccuullttiivvaatteedd  llaanndd..  BBootthh  ggaarrddeennss  yyiieellddeedd

tthheeiirr  ccrrooppss  aanndd  ddiidd  nnoott  ssuuffffeerr  aannyy  lloossss ,,   aanndd  WWee

mmaaddee  aa  rriivveerr  ffllooww  rriigghhtt  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  mmiiddddllee  ooff  tthheemm..

HHee  wwaass  aa  mmaann  ooff  wweeaalltthh  aanndd  pprrooppeerrttyy,,   aanndd  hhee  ssaaiidd

ttoo  hhiiss  ccoommppaanniioonn,,   ddeebbaattiinngg  wwiitthh  hhiimm::  ""II  hhaavvee  mmoorree

wweeaalltthh  tthhaann  yyoouu  aanndd  mmoorree  ppeeooppllee  uunnddeerr  mmee..""  

((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   3322--3344))



Say: "O Allah! Master of the Kingdom. You give sovereignty to

whoever You will, and You take sovereignty from whoever You

will. You exalt whoever You will, and You abase whoever You

will. All good is in Your hands. You have power over all things.

(Surah Al `Imran, 26)
The ungrateful garden owner claimed that the gardens and their

produce belonged to him, forgetting that they were only a gift and a test
from Allah. He succumbed to a fierce pride and a blatant arrogance, as
revealed in the following verses:

Do not strut arrogantly about the land. You will certainly never

split the land apart, nor will you ever rival the mountains in

height. All of that is evil action and hateful in the sight of your

Lord. (Surat al-Isra', 37-38)
In many verses, Allah describes what will happen to such people,

such as:

Fierce competition for this world distracted you until you went

down to the graves. No indeed, you will soon know! Again, no

indeed, you will soon know! No indeed, if you only knew with

the Knowledge of Certainty, you will certainly see the Blazing

Fire! Then you will certainly see it with the Eye of Certainty.

Then you will be asked that Day about the pleasures you en-

joyed. (Surat at-Takathur, 1-8)
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TT
his ungrateful person clearly displayed his disrespect for Allah
by asserting that no disaster would ever touch his gardens. In
short, he claimed a kind of godhood for himself.

But only Allah, Who created time and space and is beyond them, is
endless. Allah's name Al-Khaliq (the Creator) has the inherent meaning of:
the One Who creates everything from nothing and creates all things with
the knowledge of what will happen to them. Every stage of each person,
from the first moment of existence until the moment death, exists in
Allah's presence. In Allah's guardianship (hifz), everything remains as it
is, for He created everything that each person experienced or saw, and
every detail of their lives. Nothing is ever lost, as the following verse in-
forms us: "That is so you will know that Allah knows what is in the
heavens and in Earth, and that Allah has knowledge of all things"
(Surat al-Ma'ida, 97). 

Since Allah is not subject to time, everything occurs for Him and meets
its destination all at once. But people, who are subject to time, divide their
lives into past, present, and future. However, such a division applies only
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HHee  eenntteerreedd  hhiiss  ggaarrddeenn  aanndd  wwrroonnggeedd  hhiimm--

sseellff  bbyy  ssaayyiinngg::  ""II  ddoo  nnoott  tthhiinnkk  tthhaatt  tthhiiss

wwiillll  eevveerr  eenndd..  II  ddoo  nnoott  tthhiinnkk  tthhee  HHoouurr

wwiillll  eevveerr  ccoommee..  BBuutt  iiff  II  sshhoouulldd  bbee  sseenntt

bbaacckk  ttoo  mmyy  LLoorrdd,,   II  wwiillll  ddeeffiinniitteellyy  ggeett

ssoommeetthhiinngg  bbeetttteerr  iinn  rreettuurrnn..""  

((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   3355--3366))





to humanity, for what we consider the "past" is the "past" only to us, and
what we consider the "unknowlable future" is the "unknowable future"
only to us. Given that Allah is our Creator, our ordering of time cannot be
applied to Him, a fact revealed by the following verse:

[Luqman said:] "My son, even if something weighs as little as a

mustard-seed and is inside a rock or anywhere else in the heavens

or Earth, Allah will bring it out. Allah is All-Pervading, All-

Aware. (Surah Luqman, 16)
For Allah, all events occur in one moment. The examples given from

the lives of Musa (as), the Companions of the Cave, Khidhr (as), Dhu'l-
Qarnayn (as), Muhammad (saas), and all of the other Prophets, as well as
of our own time, are all like one moment in His presence. Our grandchil-
dren, even their grandchildren, and the lives of all the people who will
come after them also occur in the same moment. In Allah's presence, the
Hour has taken place and the people have gone to their eternal abode al-
ready. Those who believe in Allah are in Paradise, and those who do not
are suffering in Hell.

According to a widespread but false belief, Allah has created human-
ity, given its members a certain amount of time, awaits the results of their
trials, and will continue to wait until the universe dies. (We hold Allah
above this.) But in reality, it is inconceivable for Allah to wait, for waiting
is a human characteristic whereas Allah is beyond and above all imper-
fections of humanity. Allah's name Al-Quddus (The Holy) means that He
is free from all error, weakness, shortcoming, heedlessness and from any
kind of defect. He encompasses all people's past and future, and the de-
tails of all their life experiences. But people believe that time, as they un-
derstand it here, flows from the past (before) toward the future (after),
whereas in Allah's presence such words and concepts do not exist.
Everything, all people and all living beings, live all at once. All times, eras,
periods, histories, and even all days, hours, and minutes, are present in
the same moment. Even if the limited intellectual capacity of people pre-
vents them from seeing this truth, this reality is clear.
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This is the main reason why believers appreciate Allah's might and so
submit to and trust in Him. They know that Allah encompasses them and
everything else, that they are totally dependent upon Him, and that they
are small next to His greatness.

Being able to appreciate Allah's greatness and power, and to compre-
hend the wisdom behind events and their fine details, believers submit to
Allah willingly.

The verse "But if I should be sent back to my Lord, I will definitely
get something better in return" (Surat al-Kahf, 36) describes people who
believe that they will enter Paradise without observing the boundaries es-
tablished by Allah or obeying His commands. Such people consider them-
selves exempt and are arrogant with Allah.

Many people say that they believe in Allah and the Qur'an, although
they have no fear of Him. They do not obey Allah's commands, abide by
what is lawful and unlawful, and do not follow the Messenger's (saas)
path. And yet they have a strong faith that they will go to Paradise after
they die.

On the other hand, the believers hope for Paradise but fear Hell: "those
who affirm the Day of Judgment, those who are fearful of the punish-
ment of their Lord (no one is safe from the punishment of his Lord)"
(Surat al-Ma`arij, 26-28). This attitude is pointed out in: "Call on Him fear-
fully and eagerly. Allah's mercy is close to the good-doers" (Surat al-
A`raf, 56). Believers behave in this way because no one can be certain that
he or she will not enter Hell, but all of them know that the unbelievers will
certainly suffer its fierce punishment:

Do they feel secure that the all-enveloping punishment of Allah

will not come upon them, or that the Last Hour will not come

upon them all of a sudden, when they least expect it? (Surah

Yusuf, 107)

Do those who plot evil actions feel secure that Allah will not cause

the land to swallow them up or that a punishment will not come

upon them from where they least expect? (Surat an-Nahl, 45)
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TT
his verse provides guidance on how believers should behave
when inviting others to good morality or when reminding
people of Allah. If the people with whom they are talking

have forgotten their helplessness before Allah and have become arro-
gant, the best thing to do is to remind them of their helplessness.

The other garden owner, being a man of faith, invites the arrogant
owner to faith by reminding him that he was "created from dust and a
drop of sperm." Clearly, if Allah wills it, this invitation could have a
positive effect on this person. The faithful garden owner realized his
neighbor's weak faith and perceived the need to provide support. To
explain Allah's signs in nature is one of the best ways to strengthen an-
other person's faith.

The speech of the arrogant garden owner differs from the speech of
a Muslim. In fact, it evokes the style of an unbeliever. This is why the
faithful garden owner begins his question with "Do you not, then, be-
lieve in Him?" The other person might not be openly proclaiming his
unbelief, but his words clearly show that he does not believe with cer-
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HHiiss  ccoommppaanniioonn,,   wwiitthh  wwhhoomm  hhee  wwaass  ddee --

bbaattiinngg,,   ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhiimm::  ""DDoo  yyoouu  nnoott ,,   tthheenn,,

bbeelliieevvee  iinn  HHiimm  WWhhoo  ccrreeaatteedd  yyoouu  ffrroomm

dduusstt ,,   tthheenn  ffrroomm  aa  ddrroopp  ooff  ssppeerrmm,,  aanndd  

tthheenn  ffoorrmmeedd  yyoouu  aass  aa  mmaann??  

((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   3377))



tainty. Although he professes belief with his words, and yet he does not
actually abide by Allah's law. This contradiction means that he denies
Allah. 

One often meets these self-contradicting people. Most people say
they believe in Allah, but they do not lead a life that pleases Him.
Instead, they act contrary to the Qur'an's morality and do not follow in
the Prophet's (saas) footsteps. Despite their words and deeds, which
amount to denial, they consider themselves righteous and destined for
Paradise. But they are only deceiving themselves, for Allah says that:

As for those who denied Our Signs and the encounter of the

Hereafter, their actions will come to nothing. Will they be re-

paid except for what they did? (Surat al-A`raf, 147)
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TT
hroughout Surat al-Kahf, Allah points out that the majority
of people ascribe partners to Him. In the Qur'an, denial by as-
sociation means to prefer anybody, anything, or any idea

over Allah, or to consider them equal and to act accordingly. The
Qur'an calls this "setting up other gods together with Allah." In truth,
this means to choose a purpose in life contrary to Allah's good pleasure,
to seek salvation from or the pleasure of any other being, or to hold
anything in higher esteem than Allah.

People need to refrain from such a sin, for Allah warns humanity
that while He will forgive all other sins, if He wills to do so, He will
never forgive this particular sin (Surat an-Nisa', 116). Obviously,
Muslims will want to avoid such a great sin at all costs. Prophet
Luqman (as) advised his son as follows: "My son, do not associate any-
thing with Allah. Associating others with Him is a terrible wrong"
(Surah Luqman, 13). Another reason why this sin is so great is that it
causes good deeds to be erased, which leads to ultimate loss. The
Qur'an reveals this:

It has been revealed to you and those before you: "If you associ-

ate others with Allah, your actions will come to nothing, and
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HHee  iiss ,,   hhoowweevveerr ,,   AAllllaahh,,   mmyy  LLoorrdd,,

aanndd  II  wwiillll  nnoott  aassssoocciiaattee  aannyyoonnee  wwiitthh

mmyy  LLoorrdd..  ((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   3388))



you will be among the losers." (Surat az-Zumar, 65)
Given the above, all who ascribe partners to Allah will end up in

Hell, unless they sincerely repent and embrace, and then adhere to, His
religion. This is why those who are in awe of Allah's glory must be
aware of this danger.

SIGNS OF THE END TIMES IN SURAT AL-KAHF

92



TT
his verse indicates the importance of "ma sha' Allah" (It is as
Allah wills). Believers use it to express their respect when re-
garding the superior art and power of Allah's creation.

Using this expression in a heartfelt manner reminds others that Allah
owns all things, that everything happens in according to destiny, and
that only He can will anything to happen. No doubt, such reminders are
beneficial, for people easily forget their own helplessness and descend
into ignorance.

For example, the unbelieving garden owner is ascribing partners to
Allah by stating that he owns all of the property. Even though he does
not clearly express his denial, "hidden association" is inherent in his
words and behavior. Thus his friend warns him about ascribing partners
to Allah and reminds him that everything belongs to Allah.

Especially in our own time, people must always be aware of this dan-
ger, for such situations occur frequently. For instance, Al-Ghani (The Rich,
He Who is free from need) is one of Allah's attributes, but the same word
is used to describe people. There is no objection in using this term to de-
scribe someone's financial status, but it can turn into association if one
considers his or her self, intellect, or effort to be the cause of this wealth.
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WWhhyy,,  wwhheenn  yyoouu  eenntteerreedd  yyoouurr  ggaarrddeenn,,

ddiidd  yyoouu  nnoott  ssaayy::  ""IItt  iiss  aass  AAllllaahh  wwiillllss ..

TThheerree  iiss  nnoo  ssttrreennggtthh  bbuutt  iinn  AAllllaahh..""

TThhoouugghh  yyoouu  sseeee  mmee  wwiitthh  lleessss  wweeaalltthh

aanndd  cchhiillddrreenn  tthhaann  yyoouu  ppoosssseessss ..   

((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   3399))



This being the case, people easily for-
get, as did the unbelieving owner of the
garden, that Allah is the true owner of
all wealth. They also forget that just as
He, the only One Who is "ghani" (rich),
gave them whatever they own, He can
take everything away if He wills. Such
people adopt a truly crude attitude and
mentality, which amounts to associating
others with Allah. As a result, they will
not realize that everybody other than
Allah is poor and helpless, and that
Allah can affect any one of His servants
with any part of His attributes. Looking

at things from such a perspective and acting accordingly leads to forgetting
Allah's infinite power and rule, and to associating oneself with Him.

The right attitude is to know that Allah is the true owner of all wealth, to
acknowledge that He is the sole governor of all that exists, and to be aware
that He can remove the wealth that He gives at any time. One should not
look at rich people in terms of whether they are rich or poor, but as servants
of Allah to whom He has given wealth. For instance, if such people's fami-
lies regard them as the true owners of their wealth, if all of their hopes rest
on that person so that they forget that Allah is the Lord of all wealth and do
not remind them of this reality, then their attitude would be truly mis-
guided. Likewise, the employees of such people should not forget that
Allah provides food, drink, and shelter. It would be a grave mistake to for-
get Allah and to consider one's employer as an independent power capable
of many things. The Qur'an reveals the truth of such matters, as follows:

Instead of Allah, you worship only idols. You are inventing a lie.

Those you worship besides Allah have no power to provide for

you. So seek your provision from Allah, and worship Him and give

thanks to Him. It is to Him you will be returned. (Surat al-

`Ankabut, 17)
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[[TTuurrnn,,  tthheenn,,  aawwaayy

ffrroomm  aallll  tthhaatt  iiss  ffaallssee]] ,,

ttuurrnniinngg  ttoo  HHiimm

aalloonnee..  HHeeeedd  HHiimm

aanndd  eessttaabblliisshh  pprraayyeerr..

DDoo  nnoott  bbee  oonnee  ooff

tthhoossee  wwhhoo  aassssoocciiaattee

[[ootthheerrss  wwiitthh  HHiimm]]..

((SSuurraahh  RRuumm,,  3311))



II
n these verses, the believing garden owner reminds his
proud friend of his helplessness by pointing out that he can-
not prevent any disaster sent by Allah, and that showing ar-

rogance in the face of this reality is to be thoughtless.
One of the greatest mistakes of people whose property and wealth

make them vain is to forget that these, like all the beauty on Earth, are
only temporary. Beauty and youth eventually give way to old age, just
as health makes way for illness, incapacity, and weakness.

As all wealth is only temporary, Allah can make a poor person rich
and destroy the wealth of a rich person in an instant. People can lose
their houses, yachts, cars, or jewelry in floods, earthquakes, or other
disasters in a matter of moments. No one can prevent a disaster sent by
Allah. Anyone can lose loved ones, die, become disabled, suffer perma-
nent injury, or lose his or her memory and faculties, for: "No misfor-
tune occurs except with Allah's permission" (Surat at-Taghabun, 11).
Such events cannot be prevented, reversed, or delayed. On such a day,
neither wealth nor property will be of any use, for: "As for those who
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""IItt  mmaayy  wweellll  bbee  tthhaatt  mmyy  LLoorrdd  wwiillll  ggiivvee

mmee  ssoommeetthhiinngg  bbeetttteerr  tthhaann  yyoouurr  ggaarrddeenn,,

aanndd  sseenndd  ddoowwnn  uuppoonn  iitt  aa  ffiirreebbaallll  ffrroomm  tthhee

sskkyy  ssoo  tthhaatt  mmoorrnniinngg  ffiinnddss  iitt  aa  sshhiiffttiinngg

hheeaapp  ooff  dduusstt ,,   oorr  mmoorrnniinngg  ffiinnddss  iittss  wwaatteerr

ddrraaiinneedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  ggrroouunndd  ssoo  tthhaatt  yyoouu  ccaann --

nnoott  ggeett  aatt  iitt ..""  ((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   4400--4411))



Someone who considers his posses-
sions (e.g., yachts, villas, and other
property) safe forever, realizes his

hopelessness after a tornado. Allah
gives power, wealth, health, and well-

being to
whomever

He wills. He
also lets peo-
ple grow old

to show them
His Signs
and to re-

mind them
that just as
with all of

the world's
adornments,
they cannot

even control
their own

bodies. 



disbelieve, neither their wealth nor their children will ever save
them from Allah in any way." (Surah Al `Imran, 10)

Since eveyone experiences only what Allah has ordained, they
should submit to and trust in Allah. The garden owner, in his conceit,
ignored this truth when he claimed that nothing bad would befall his
gardens or their produce until the end of time. He was certain that the
river watering his gardens would remain there forever, that no pest
would ever attack his produce, and that he would not face drought or
similar disasters. He felt that his wealth, intelligence, and effort would
be enough to protect his property.

However, Allah can easily turn everything on its head. The river
could drain into the ground due to a small-scale tremor. Such a thing
can happen in the blink of an eye, rendering the land arid and unpro-
ductive. Who, other than Allah, could bring the river back or make this
man's field productive once again? Certainly his property and even all
of his wealth could not help him here. This is what he earns for his con-
ceit and ungratefulness. Those material things that he valued and
claimed ownership over, which caused him to invent lies against Allah
and to ascribe partners to Him, will not help him in the Hereafter, for:

Woe to every faultfinding backbiter who has amassed wealth

and hoarded it! He thinks that his wealth will make him live

forever. No indeed! He will be flung into the Shatterer. And

what will convey to you what the Shatterer is? The kindled Fire

of Allah reaching right into the heart. It is sealed in above them

in towering columns. (Surat al-Humaza, 1-9)
Surat al-Kahf 40-41 also refers to the great gift of Allah willing sooth-

ing underground water to rise to the surface. Had this not been so, peo-
ple would be in great difficulty. But thanks to wells and other means
that enable us to reach the clear and mineral-rich underground water,
we can benefit from this gift.
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PP
eople who put their faith in others besides Allah, implor-
ing them for mercy and trusting them, will not find what
they seek. This is why they feel lost and lonely, especially

in moments of trouble. They feel hopeless, confused, and deserted by
their false deities in the face of this world's endless chaos and troubles.

Surat al-Isra' 22 proclaims: "Do not set up any other deity together
with Allah lest you become disgraced and forsaken." Allah left the
conceited garden owner stranded by removing all of his property and
wealth through an unexpected disaster. In this tragic moment, the gar-
den owner saw the truth and realized what a huge mistake he had
made.

This example teaches us a valuable lesson: Those who consider
themselves the owners of any power in the land can be made to realize
their helplessness instantly by the will of Allah. Such people cannot
help either themselves or those near to them. Everything is in Allah's
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TThhee  ffrruuiittss  ooff  hhiiss  llaabboorr  wweerree  ccoommpplleetteellyy  ddeessttrrooyyeedd,,
aanndd  hhee  wwookkee  uupp  wwrriinnggiinngg  hhiiss  hhaannddss  iinn  ggrriieeff ,,   rruueeiinngg
eevveerryytthhiinngg  tthhaatt  hhee  hhaadd  ssppeenntt  oonn  iitt ..   IItt  wwaass  aa  rruuiinn
wwiitthh  aallll  ooff  iittss  ttrreelllliisseess  ffaalllleenn  iinn..  HHee  eexxccllaaiimmeedd::

""OOhh,,  iiff  oonnllyy  II  hhaadd  nnoott  aassssoocciiaatteedd  aannyyoonnee  wwiitthh  mmyy
LLoorrdd!!""  TThheerree  wwaass  nnoo  ggrroouupp  ttoo  ccoommee  ttoo  hhiiss  aaiidd,,   bbee --
ssiiddeess  AAllllaahh,,   nnoorr  wwaass  hhee  aabbllee  ttoo  ddeeffeenndd  hhiimmsseellff ..

IInn  tthhaatt  ssiittuuaattiioonn,,   tthhee  oonnllyy  pprrootteeccttiioonn  iiss  ffrroomm
AAllllaahh,,   tthhee  RReeaall ..   HHee  ggiivveess  tthhee  bbeesstt  rreewwaarrdd  aanndd

tthhee  bbeesstt  oouuttccoommee..  ((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   4422--4444))
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power, and no one else can provide any benefit or cause
harm. This reality is related in the following verse:

If Allah touches you with harm, none can remove it

but Him. If He touches you with good, He has

power over all things. (Surat al-An`am, 17)
Allah is humanity's only friend and protector. All be-

ings besides Allah are only His creation and exist and—
continue to exist—because of His will. Allah provides and
heals, and brings about both laughter and tears. Every
other being is endlessly helpless, poor, and dependent.
They have no power and no ability in their own right, and
do not have even the power to help themselves. No one
other than Allah can be trusted, expected to help, and
asked to provide for us.
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rier." Some scholars read the word saddayn in verse 93 as suddayn, and sadd
in the following verse as sudd. In the first case, the meaning would be a
"visible barrier"; in the second, it means an "invisible barrier" (Allah
knows best). 

"They were, therefore, unable to climb over it, nor were they able to
make a breach in it," as stated in verse 97, might be referring to this, be-
cause Yajuj and Majuj attempt to overcome or breach the transmitter’s
broadcast. Significantly, the current expression used for pirate stations
that broadcast by interfering with another broadcast is "breaching trans-
mission." 

Considering the expression "scarcely able to understand speech" in
this light might mean that this satellite broadcast is sometimes not under-
stood by some people. When the broadcast is disrupted, the people can-
not understand; but when the normal broadcast is restored, they begin to
understand (Allah knows best).

The expression "a muddy spring" (verse 86) is also interesting, be-
cause seeing the sunset on the TV screen is just like the sun setting in a
spring. The colors on the screen change as the sun sets in the distance over
the sea, and this appears grayer on
the screen. Thus, for someone view-
ing this, it will appear as if setting in
a muddy spring. The `aynin hami’ah
expression, made up of `ayn
(spring) and hami'ah (muddy) could
be implying this unclear view. 

Also, his contact with the East
and the West could indicate that he
is in touch with the various parts of
the globe. While the sun rises over
one part, it sets on the other.
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TT
he Qur’an reveals that the entire universe, including human-
ity, animals, plants, stars—in short, everything that has been
created—will die. In the Qur’an, this day is described as "the

Day mankind will stand before the Lord of all the worlds" (Surat al-
Mutaffifin, 6).

The Hour is a day of terror. Those who did not believe before will, for
the first time, feel Allah’s sheer power and might … and very strongly at
that. For the unbelievers, this is a day of great suffering, terror, remorse,
pain, and surprise. Everyone witnessing this day will experience an in-
describable fear that is far worse than all of the fears experienced in this
world.

The Hour begins with the sounding of the trumpet, which is the sign
for the beginning of Earth’s and the universe’s end. There is no way
back anymore, for this is the sound of the end of everyone’s worldly life
and the beginning of the real life, the life of the Hereafter. This is the
sound that starts the unbelievers’ fear, terror, misery, and panic, which
will be everlasting. The Qur’an reveals what kind of day this will be for
the unbelievers, as follows:
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WWee  wwiillll  aabbaannddoonn  tthheemm,,  tthhaatt  DDaayy,,   ttoo

ppoouunndd  aaggaaiinnsstt  eeaacchh  ootthheerr  iinn  ssuurrggiinngg

wwaavveess..   TThhee  TTrruummppeett  wwiillll  bbee  bblloowwnn,,  aanndd

WWee  wwiillll  ggaatthheerr  tthheemm  aallll  ttooggeetthheerr..   TThhaatt

DDaayy  WWee  wwiillll  ddiissppllaayy  HHeellll  iinn  iittss  

ttoottaalliittyy  ttoo  tthhee  uunnbbeelliieevveerrss ..   

((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   9999--110000))



For when the Trumpet is blown, that Day will be a difficult day,

not easy for the unbelivers. (Surat al-Muddaththir, 8-10)
Surat al-Kahf states that these people will surge against one another

like great waves on the Day of Judgment. They will be as if drunk on
fear, and will go back and forth like surging waves. Their fear will cause
them to lose all control and awareness of what they do or where they go.

The greater the people’s insensitivity and ignorance of this day, the
greater will be their terror on that day. This sense of fear and terror will
remain with them from the moment they die and last throughout eter-
nity. The Qur’an reveals that this fear will cause children’s hair to turn
gray, as follows:

How will you safeguard yourselves, if you do not believe,

against a Day that will turn children grey, by which Heaven will

be split apart? His promise will be fulfilled. (Surat al-

Muzammil, 17-18)
Those who thought that Allah was unaware of their actions will real-

ize that they were His helpless servants and that He had given them
time until the Day of Judgment. He did so because this is Allah’s prom-
ise, as revealed in: "… He is merely deferring them to a Day on which
their sight will be transfixed" (Surah Ibrahim, 42). Other verses also
describe this day:

The Crashing Blow! What is the Crashing Blow? What will con-

vey to you what the Crashing Blow is? It is the Day when

mankind will be like scattered moths, and the mountains like

tufts of colored wool. (Surat al-Qari`a, 1-5)
The verses of Surat al-Hajj reveal that people will be like those who

have lost their minds:

Mankind, heed your Lord! The quaking of the Hour is a terrible

thing. On the day that they see it, every nursing woman will be

oblivious of the baby at her breast, every pregnant woman will

abort the contents of her womb, and you will think that people

are drunk when they are not drunk; it is just that the punish-
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ment of Allah is so severe. (Surat al-Hajj, 1-2)
Some verses which relate the helplessness of the people on that day

are the following:

And the Moon is eclipsed, and the Sun and Moon are fused to-

gether. On that Day, man will say: "Where can I run?" No in-

deed! There will be no safe place. That Day, the only resting

place will be your Lord. (Surat al-Qiyama, 8-12)
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TT
his verse emphasizes the unbelievers' heedlessness about
Allah's remembrance. In another verse, He states: "… Yet they
turn away from the remembrance of their Lord" (Surat al-

Anbiya’, 42). They deny Allah’s verses, ignore the signs of creation in
every detail of the universe, and refuse to listen to the Qur’an, which
Allah revealed as guidance to faith. Many verses clearly state the im-
portance of remembering Allah and that the alternative is heedlessness:

Remember your Lord in yourself humbly and fearfully, without

loudness of voice, morning and evening. Do not be one of the

unaware. (Surat al-A`raf, 205)
People are responsible for seeking Allah’s good pleasure in every-

thing they do, and for abiding by His commands and recommenda-
tions. The importance of remembrance is mentioned in the following
verse:

Recite what has been revealed to you of the Book, and establish

prayer. Prayer precludes indecency and wrongdoing. And re-

membrance of Allah is greater still. Allah knows what you do.

(Surat al-`Ankabut, 45)
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About the believers, Allah says: "O you who believe, do not let your
wealth or children divert you from the remembrance of Allah.
Whoever does that is lost" (Surat al-Munafiqun, 9). In other words, re-
membrance is more important than anything else. He also says:
"Remember the Name of your Lord, and devote yourself to Him com-
pletely" (Surat al-Muzammil, 8). The Muslims’ determination in re-
membrance is revealed in the following verse: 

[The believers are] not distracted by trade or commerce from the

remembrance of Allah, establishing prayer, and giving alms;

fearing a day when all hearts and eyes will be in turmoil. (Surat

an-Nur, 37)
Surat al-Kahf 101 also maintains that the unbelievers cannot bear to

hear the Qur’an being recited. They would like to see everyone else turn
their backs on the Qur’an, because someone who listens to it might fol-
low the voice of his or her conscience, side with the righteous, and begin
to practice truth and advise others to do same. For this reason, the unbe-
lievers develop various means of rejecting the calls to faith, one of
which is related in: "Those who do not belive say: 'Do not listen to this
Qur’an. Drown it out, so that hopefully you will gain the upper hand'"
(Surah Fussilat, 26).

As the above verse reveals, the unbelievers try to drown out the
Qur’an’s voice, change the subject, or prevent its recitation. If all of this
fails, they resort to violence and intimidation, and apply all kinds of
pressure to silence the believers. The only reason for them to do so is
their fear of being influenced by the truth, that their consciences might
be touched and cause them to realize how mistaken they are. Their fear
is visible in their facial expressions, behavior, and panic when they hear
the Qur’an being recited or the truth of creation being told. Surah Ya Sin
reveals that the unbelievers will not listen to the voice of truth, although
adhering to the Qur’an’s values is their only route to salvation:

They are told: "Heed what is before you and behind you, so that

hopefully you will have mercy shown to you." Not one of your
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Lord’s Signs comes to them without their turning away from it.

(Surah Ya Sin, 45-46)
However, those who shut their ears to the Qur'an must know that

they will feel great remorse on the Day of Judgment, a day on which
they will seek only for death to finish them off. The Qur’an says:

But as for him who is given his Book in his left hand, he will

say: "If only I had not been given my Book and had not known

about my Reckoning! If only death had really been the end! My

wealth has been of no use to me. My power has vanished."

(Surat al-Haqqa, 25-29)
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II
n other words, some people forget Allah and take others in-
stead of Him as friends and protectors. They believe, mistak-
enly, that when they need some help, their protectors will

help them and take care of their troubles. It is a great mistake to hope for
salvation and assistance from people, because no one can help anyone
else unless Allah wills it, for everything that exists is part of His cre-
ation. They came into being only because Allah wills it, and continue to
exist only by His will. Only Allah clears away hardship and brings
about ease, provides health and nourishment, and causes laughter as
well as tears. In short, every other being is infinitely helpless, poor, and
dependent. They have no power or means, and even lack the power to
help themselves. Therefore, people should have faith in, expect help
from, and seek any other thing only from Allah, for there is no other
deity or being who can do anything for them.

This being so, to seek help from others or taking them as protectors;
forgetting about Allah and not trusting in Him but in causes, means,
and people; and considering Allah’s creations as independent powers,
forces, or influences constitutes a blatant association (shirk). The Qur’an
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DDoo  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ddoo  nnoott  bbeelliieevvee  iimmaaggiinnee
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reveals this serious mistake in the following terms:

They have taken deities besides Allah, so that perhaps they may

be helped. They cannot help them, even though they are an

army mobilized in their support. (Surah Ya Sin, 74-75)
In Hell, the ultimate place of punishment, Allah’s attributes of Al-

Qahhar (the Crusher, the Subduer), Al-Jabbar (the Irresistible), and Al-
Muntaqim (the Avenger) will be reflected in eternity. Surat al-Kahf 102
indicates that this eternal suffering is prepared as hospitality for the un-
believers.

After accounting for their deeds in Allah’s presence, the unbelievers
will receive their books from the left. At this moment, these people will
truly realize that they will be driven to eternal suffering in Hell. There is
no way out for them. Each of the companions of Hell will be accompa-
nied by two angels: a driver and a witness. The following verses pro-
vide more information on this subject:

The Trumpet will be blown. That is the Day of the Threat. Every

self will come together with a driver and a witness. [It will be

said]: "You were heedless of this, so We have stripped you of

your covering and today your sight is sharp." His inseparable

comrade [the angel] will say: "This is what I have ready for you."

[Allah will say:] "Hurl into Hell every obdurate unbeliever, im-

peder of good, and doubt-causing aggressor who set up another

deity together with Allah. Hurl him into the terrible punish-

ment." (Surah Qaf, 20-26)
This is how the unbelievers will be taken to that scary place. They will

be flung into Hell group by group and will hear the terrifying gasping
sound of Hell’s fire from afar (Surat al-Mulk, 7-8).

The verses reveal that from the very moment of their resurrection, they
will be feeling what is expecting them. Their heads will be bowed from
degradation and shame. In abject disgrace, friendless, and helpless, they
will lose their conceit. Due to their shame, they will watch from the corner
of their eyes without looking up. Our Lord says in one verse:
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You will see them as they are exposed to it, abject in their abase-

ment, glancing around them furtively. Those who believe will

say: "Truly the losers are those who lose themselves and their

families on the Day of Rising." The wrongdoers are in an ever-

lasting punishment. (Surat ash-Shura, 45)
In addition, the deniers will be received at Hell’s gates in the follow-

ing manner:

Those who do not believe will be driven to Hell in companies.

When they arrive there and its gates are opened, its custodians

will say to them: "Did Messengers from yourselves not come to

you, reciting your Lord’s Signs to you and warning you of the

meeting on this Day of yours?" They will say: "Indeed they did,

but the decree of punishment is justly carried out against the

unbelievers." They will be told: "Enter the gates of Hell and stay

there timelessly, forever. How evil is the abode of the arrogant!"

(Surat az-Zumar, 71-72)
The gates of Hell will be closed behind them. The suffering they face

is described as a "severe punishment" (Surah Al `Imran, 4), a "painful
punishment" (Surah Al `Imran, 21), and a "terrible punishment"
(Surah Al `Imran, 176). Nothing on Earth can compare with it, as the fol-
lowing veses reveal:

That Day no one will punish as He punishes, and no one will

shackle as He shackles. (Surat al-Fajr, 25-26)
The people destined for Hell will be cast into its fire, which is a "rag-

ing blaze" (Surat al-Ma`arij, 15), "a raging fire" (Surat al-Layl, 14), and
"a searing blaze" (Surat al-Furqan, 11) Another verse says:

But as for him whose balance is light, his motherland is

Hawiya. And what will convey to you what that is? A raging

fire! (Surat al-Qari`a, 8-11)
The fire is only one of the physical and psychological sufferings wait-

ing for the unbelievers in Hell. Suffering comes from every side, as the
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Qur’an says. In addition, they are not given the chance to defend them-
selves and are engulfed by all of this suffering. They cannot find a way
to deflect the pain coming to them, and it will continue to come to them
forever.
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ttoo  wwoorrsshhiipp  MMee  wwiillll  
eenntteerr  HHeellll  aabbjjeecctt ..   

((SSuurraahh  GGhhaaffiirr ,,   6600))



TT
hese verses speak of people who worked hard in their
worldly lives, achieved financial success, had a career, and
made works of art or scientific discoveries. But all this is

wasted in the Hereafter, because they denied Allah’s existence and rev-
elation.

Irrespective of how great their achievements or how important their
inventions, if they deny the Qur’an’s revelations they will be at a loss in
the Hereafter. Their situation is explained in the following verses:

But as for anyone who rejects faith, his actions will come to

nothing and in the Hereafter he will be among the losers. (Surat

al-Ma’ida, 5)

As for those who denied Our Signs and the encounter of the

Hereafter, their actions will come to nothing. Will they be re-

paid except for what they did? (Surat al-A`raf, 147)

Like those before you who had greater strength than you and
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SSaayy::  ""SShhaallll  II  iinnffoorrmm  yyoouu  ooff  tthhee  ggrreeaatteesstt

lloosseerrss  iinn  tthheeiirr  aaccttiioonnss??  PPeeooppllee  wwhhoossee  eeffffoorrttss

iinn  tthhee  lliiffee  ooff  tthhiiss  wwoorrlldd  aarree  mmiissgguuiiddeedd,,   wwhhiillee

tthheeyy  ssuuppppoossee  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  aarree  ddooiinngg  ggoooodd..""

TThhoossee  aarree  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  wwhhoo  rreejjeecctt  tthheeiirr  LLoorrdd''ss

SSiiggnnss  aanndd  tthhee  mmeeeettiinngg  wwiitthh  HHiimm..  TThheeiirr  aacc --

ttiioonnss  wwiillll  ccoommee  ttoo  nnootthhiinngg  aanndd,,   oonn  tthhee  DDaayy

ooff  RRiissiinngg,,   WWee  wwiillll  nnoott  aassssiiggnn  tthheemm  aannyy

wweeiigghhtt ..   ((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   110033--110055))



more wealth and children. They enjoyed their portion; so enjoy

your portion as those before you enjoyed theirs. You have

plunged into defamation as they plunged into it. The actions of

such people come to nothing in this world or the Hereafter.

They are the lost. (Surat at-Tawba, 69)
The verses reveal that while the unbelievers’s efforts are being

wasted, the believers will be rewarded in the most pleasant way for
every good deed that they do. As the following verse states, none of
their efforts will be wasted:

Their Lord responds to them: "I will not let the deeds of anyone

among you go to waste, male or female—you are both the same

in that respect. Those who emigrated, were driven from their

homes, suffered harm in My Way, and fought and were killed, I

will erase their bad actions and admit them into Gardens with

rivers flowing under them, as a reward from Allah. The best of

all rewards is with Allah." (Surah Al `Imran, 195)
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TThhoossee  wwhhoo  rreeppeenntt ,,   tthhoossee  wwhhoo  wwoorr --

sshhiipp,,   tthhoossee  wwhhoo  pprraaiissee ,,   tthhoossee  wwhhoo

ffaasstt ,,   tthhoossee  wwhhoo  bbooww,,  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  pprrooss --

ttrraattee ,,   tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ccoommmmaanndd  tthhee  rriigghhtt ,,

tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ffoorrbbiidd  tthhee  wwrroonngg,,   tthhoossee

wwhhoo  pprreesseerrvvee  tthhee  lliimmiittss  ooff  AAllllaahh::

ggiivvee  ggoooodd  nneewwss  ttoo  tthhee  bbeelliieevveerrss ..

((SSuurraatt  aatt--TTaawwbbaa,,  111122))



TT
his verse reveals that the unbelievers will suffer in Hell be-
cause they mocked Allah's Signs and His Messengers.
Mockery is an often-used method to prevent the Qur’an from

being heard. This character deficiency,which the unbelievers recom-
mend to each other, is revealed by the following verses:

Not one of their Lord’s Signs comes to them without their turn-

ing away from it. They deny the truth each time it comes to

them, but news of what they were mocking will certainly reach

them. (Surat al-An`am, 4-5)
In addition, another verse says:

But when he [Musa] came to them with Our Signs, they merely

laughed at them. (Surat az-Zukhruf, 47)
The main reason for this mockery is that these people do not want to

hear what is being said, because they fear that their consciences might
stir, that they might begin to consider the Hereafter’s existence or their
responsibilities related to this life and death. Intending to mock Allah’s
religion, sent to us through His Messengers, they draw caricatures,
write sarcastic articles, and hope to have fun by doing so. Through such
means, they try to forget about the realities revealed by the Qur’an.
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TThhaatt  iiss  tthheeiirr  rreeppaayymmeenntt——HHeellll——bbee --

ccaauussee  tthheeyy  ddiidd  nnoott  bbeelliieevvee  aanndd  mmoocckkeedd

MMyy  SSiiggnnss  aanndd  MMyy  MMeesssseennggeerrss ..   

((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   110066))



Mockery is the ignorant strategy of weak people who are trying to
cover up their inferiority complexes, for they have no evidence to sup-
port their arguments against the truth. Those people who mock what is
right will be able to do only for a while, as revealed in: "But Allah is
mocking them, and drawing them on, as they wander blindly in their
excessive insolence" (Surat al-Baqara, 15). They will meet with what
they mocked, and "… what they used to mock at will engulf them"
(Surat az-Zumar, 48). Allah also clarifies what will happen to those who
mock the Qur’an in the face of Hell’s fire:

No wonder you are surprised as they laugh with scorn! When

they are reminded, they do not pay heed. When they see a Sign,

they only laugh with scorn. They say: "This is just downright

magic. When we are dead and turned to dust and bones, will we

then be raised up again alive? And our earlier ancestors as

well?" Say: "Yes, and you will be in a despicable state." There

will be but one Great Blast, and then their eyes will open. They

will exclaim: "Alas for us! This is the Day of Reckoning!" This is

the Day of Decision that you used to deny. (Surat as-Saffat, 12-

21)
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OO
n the Day of Judgment, sincere believers will receive their ac-
counts, which contain all of their actions in life, from the right
side. The Qur’an uses this expression for those people, des-

tined for Paradise, who will have an easy trial. Other verses say this as
well, among them:

As for him who is given his Book in his right hand, he will be

given an easy reckoning and return to his family joyfully. (Surat

al-Inshiqaq, 7-9)
Once their trial is over, the believers experience great joy, for they

have found salvation. As the following verse says:

Enter them [Gardens and Springs] in peace, in complete secu-

rity! (Surat al-Hijr, 46)
A believer who is told to enter Paradise will say:

If my people only knew how my Lord has forgiven me and

placed me among the honored ones! (Surah Ya Sin, 26-27)
In another verse, the believers are told:

…This is the Day when the sincerity of the sincere will benefit

them. They will have Gardens with rivers flowing under
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TThhoossee  wwhhoo  bbeelliieevvee  aanndd  ddoo  rriigghhtt  

aaccttiioonnss  wwiillll  hhaavvee  tthhee  GGaarrddeennss  ooff
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them… (Surat al-Ma’ida, 119)
Countless gifts are awaiting the believers in Paradise, for:

They will enter Gardens of Eden in which they will be adorned

with gold bracelets and pearls, and where their clothing will be of

silk. They will say: "Praise be to Allah, Who has removed all sad-

ness from us. Truly our Lord is Ever-Forgiving, Ever-Thankful: He

Who has lodged us, out of His favor, in the Abode of Permanence,

where no weariness or fatigue affects us." (Surah Fatir, 33-35)
The blessings of Paradise are indescribable. As the verses reveal, in

Paradise our five senses will experience the greatest pleasures and joys. But
the greatest gift of all in Paradise is Allah’s good pleasure. Real happiness is
the peace and happiness of having won Allah’s good pleasure, of being
pleased with everything that He has given, and of being grateful for it all.
Allah says of the people in Paradise:

… Allah is pleased with them, and they are pleased with Him. That

is the Great Victory. (Surat al-Ma’ida, 119)



II
n this verse, Allah’s infinite wisdom is described through an
example. Allah has the knowledge of the heavens and Earth,
of every being in between, of every law of nature and sci-

ence, and of anything happening at anytime and anywhere, because He
created it all.

Allah’s knowledge has no boundaries. He knows simultaneously the
identity of every person who lives and who has ever lived, when every
single leaf falls from each tree, the state of every star among billions of
stars in billions of galaxies, and of all the things that we could never fin-
ish writing about in these pages. He knows everything that happens on
Earth, as well as everything happening in the universe and in the ge-
netic code of every one of the billions of people, animals, and plants, si-
multaneously and regardless of when they lived. Allah, Who controls
every point in space, also controls everything within and without of
every human being. Allah has revealed this infinite knowledge in many
verses, among them the following:

Do you not see that everyone in the heavens and Earth glorifies

Allah, as do the birds with their outspread wings? Each one
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SSaayy::  ""IIff  aallll  tthhee  sseeaa  wwaass  iinnkk  ttoo  wwrriittee

ddoowwnn  tthhee  wwoorrddss  ooff  mmyy  LLoorrdd,,   iitt  wwoouulldd
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knows its prayer and glorification. Allah knows what they do.

(Surat an-Nur, 41)

See how they wrap themselves around, trying to conceal their feel-

ings from Him! No, indeed! When they wrap their garments

around themselves, He knows what they keep secret and what they

make public. He knows what their hearts contain. (Surah Hud, 5)

… He knows what is before them and what is behind them, but

they cannot grasp any of His knowledge, save what He wills. His

Footstool encompasses the heavens and Earth, and their preserva-

tion does not tire Him. He is the Most High, the Magnificent.

(Surat al-Baqara, 255)

He is Allah in the heavens and in Earth. He knows what you keep

secret and what you make public, and He knows what you earn.

(Surat al-An`am, 3)

HARUN YAHYA

217



MM
essengers have been sent to every nation, past and
present, to call them to Allah’s righteous path.
Messengers are blessed people who explain Allah’s

existence and unity to their people, invite them to His religion, inform
them of what Allah expects of them and what they should and should
not do, and warn them about the punishment of Hell and, at the same
time, give them the good news of Paradise.

The Messengers’ lives are full of valuable lessons for those believers
who understand and remember. Believers should not distinguish be-
tween the Messengers, whose noble attitude, behavior, and superior
character are examples to emulate, and should take their advice and
warnings seriously.

The calls to faith made by Allah’s Messengers are, as revealed in the
Qur’an, alike. Each of them invited people to believe in Allah and to
abide by true revelation, not to transgress, and not to disobey His com-
mands. For this reason, the believers should not prefer one Messenger
over the other, should believe in what has been sent down to each
Messenger, and answer their calls conscientiously. The verse proclaims:
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SSaayy::  ""II  aamm  oonnllyy  aa  hhuummaann  bbeeiinngg  lliikkee
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nnoott  aassssoocciiaattee  aannyyoonnee  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrsshhiipp  ooff

hhiiss  LLoorrdd..""  ((SSuurraatt  aall--KKaahhff,,   111100))



Say: "We believe in Allah and what has been sent down to us;

what was sent down to Ibrahim, Isma`il, Ishaq, Ya`qub, and the

Tribes; what Musa and `Isa were given; and what all the Prophets

were given by their Lord. We do not differentiate between any of

them. We are Muslims submitted to Him." (Surat al-Baqara, 136)
All Prophets called people to the true faith and the right path. Their

calls were valid for both their own nations and for us. The basic concepts
of faith and morals to which they called, as well as their superior charac-
ters, are a source of guidance for every generation, including ours. The
Qur’an reveals, from many perspectives, the truths to which they called
and their exemplary moral qualities. Allah commands the believers to fol-
low the Prophets’ righteous path.

They are the ones to whom We gave the Book, Judgment, and

Prophethood. If these people reject it, We have already entrusted

it to a people who did not. They are the ones Allah has guided, so

be guided by their guidance. Say: "I do not ask you for any wage

for it. It is simply a reminder to all beings." (Surat al-An`am, 89-90)
For this reason, believers must read the accounts about the Messengers

in the Qur’an carefully, accept their advice, and follow the righteous path
diligently.
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THE SIGNS IN SURAT AL-KAHF 
FOR THE END TIMES 

Throughout this book on Surat al-Kahf, we have pointed out many of
its signs addressing the End Times. The numerical (abjad) values of
some of the verses fall close to our own era, such as:

A sign pointing at the beginning of the fifteenth Islamic century and the
end of the twentieth and the beginning of the twenty-first Christian cen-
tury is the number 1980, which is obtained by multiplying Surat al-Kahf’s
number of verses with its numerical order in the Qur’an.

Bediuzzaman Said Nursi also often indicated that this time was the be-
ginning of the End Times. He says, for example:

Thus, unfair people who do not know this truth say: "Why did the
Companions of the Prophet with their vigilant hearts and keen sight, who
had been taught all the details of the hereafter, suppose a fact that would
occur one thousand four hundred years later to be close to their century, as
though their ideas had deviated a thousand years from the truth?"

7

Bediuzzaman, by saying "1400 years after" the Prophet’s Companions,
indicated the years around 1980 as the End Times. Here it is important to
note that he said 1400, not 1373, 1378, and not 1398. In other words, the
fifteenth Islamic century.

We fortified their hearts... (Surat al-Kahf, 14)
Islamic era: 1400; Christian era: 1979

He said: "The power my Lord has granted me is better than
that..." (Surat al-Kahf, 95)

Islamic era: 1409; Christian era: 1988 (without shaddah)

We gave him power and authority on Earth... (Surat al-Kahf,
84)

Islamic era: 1440; Christian era: 2019 (with shaddah)

Surat al-Kahf, surah number 18 in the Qur'an, has 110 verses.
Thus, 18x110=1980
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TT
hroughout this book, we examined the revelation of wisdom,
remembrance, and lessons contained in Surat al-Kahf. We ex-
plained the inherent wisdom in its verses, as our Lord com-

mands in: "Remember Allah’s blessing to you, and the Book and
Wisdom He has sent down to you to admonish you" (Surat al-Baqara,
231).

Every Muslim is responsible for trying to understand and live by the
wisdom revealed in the verses and for telling people about them, as
Allah says:

There is instruction in their stories for people of intelligence.

This is not a narration that has been invented, but a confirma-

tion of all that came before, a clarification of everything, and a

guidance and a mercy for people who believe. (Surah Yusuf,

111)
For every person seeking guidance and wisdom, the book you are

holding in your hands contains very important reflections on devotion,
obedience, submission to destiny, this worldly and temporary life,
Allah’s being beyond time and space, His servants who are blessed by
special knowledge, the end awaiting those who grow arrogant toward
Allah’s revelation, and the blissful future waiting those who believe. 

Surat al-Kahf also contains very good news for the believers: the ap-
proaching glorious period of the End Times. If Surat al-Kahf is viewed
from this perspective, it points at the different phases (the beginning,
development, and conclusion) of Islam during the End Times, which
culminates in the rule of Islam and concludes with the arrival of
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Prophet `Isa (as). 
As we understand from many verses, victory and dominion are

promised to believers of depth and wisdom. This is the last phase, and
an era in which the revelations of Surat an-Nur will come true by
Allah’s will, as follows:

Allah has promised those of you who believe and do right ac-

tions that He will make them successors in the land, just as He

made those before them successors, and will firmly establish

for them their religion with which He is pleased, and give them,

in place of their fear, security. "They worship Me, not associat-

ing anything with Me." Any who do not believe after that, such

people are deviators. (Surat an-Nur, 55)
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